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 The Lancashire and North West Bee Keepers Association 
Registered Charity 506167  

Founded 1882 
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Hon Secretary Mrs Barbara Farbon    treasurer@lancashirebeekeepers.org.uk 
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Independent Examiner (audit) Mr Ray Dowson 
Co-opted Members Mr Ray Dowson 

Mr John McCann 
Mr Arthur Gillett 
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The Lancashire and North West Bee Keepers Association 

 
Lancashire and North West Beekeepers Association Governing Document 

 amended 16th March 1985, 12th March 1997 and March 2010. 
  
LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 2016 - 2017 

 
Status Registered Charity 
Charity Number  506167 
Patrons  None 

 
President  Mrs B Roderick 

 
Secretary Mr Anthony Lee 

59 Stapleton Road  
Formby 
 L37 2YT 

Independent Examiner (audit) Mr Ray Dowson 
 

The Association’s Bank The Royal Bank of Scotland 
41 Liverpool Road North 
Burscough Bridge 
Ormskirk 
L40 0SA 
 

Trustees President            Mrs Barbara Roderick 
Chairperson       Mr Michael Gardner 
Treasurer            Mrs Barbara Farbon 
Secretary            Mr Anthony Lee 

  
Committees’ Reports See Associations Reports in this Handbook 
  
Objectives of the Society  
The primary Objectives of the charity are: 

 To promote and further the craft of beekeeping 

 To advance the education of the public in the importance of bees in the environment. 
  
Review of Activities See Reports in this Handbook 
  
Financial Position of the Society See Treasurer’s Report in this handbook 
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Obituary 

Usually we start the handbook with a very positive and cheery note from our President. Sadly this year 
we do not. At the time of writing annual reports in November 2017, Barbara was already in the last stage 
of her life having battled cancer for a year. Throughout her illness she retained her sense of humour and 
the lovely twinkle in her eyes. She attended as many meetings as she could and when she could fight no 
more she died on 12th December 2017.  Barbara was positive about her condition right to the end.  We 
will all remember her fondly for the advice and help she gave so many of us along the way and for the 
friendship we all shared. 
 
A few days prior to the death of Barbara we also lost our Examinations Secretary Brian Forster. Brian had 
experienced several periods in hospital during the year he bore his illness with stoicism and reserve. He 
went to hospital for surgery in late November but was too ill for the operation and died on 7th December.  

 
May they both Rest in Peace. 

 
 

 

Introduction 

I have changed the layout of the handbook slightly this year. In order to comply with the charity 

Commission’s rules we have to include the names of the officers who were responsible for the 

association during the accounting year but many branches like to have officers’ details listed so that new 

members know who to approach to join a branch. I have therefore made a separate section which 

includes the names of the committees elected for 2017 to 2018. I have also not included telephone 

numbers and e mails this year as all branches have websites and the rules governing data protection will 

be changing in May 2018 so it may be deemed unwise to include this detail without specific signed 

permission to do so. If anyone new to beekeeping or new to Lancashire wishes to join one of the 

Lancashire groups they can consult the respective branch websites. 

Barbara Farbon 

Handbook Secretary 
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Chairman’s Report for 2017 
 

This year we lost two lovely people.  Barbara Roderick our President and Brian Forster our Examinations Officer 

both passed away in December. 

We’ll each remember them in different ways but for me it will be that Brian was a meticulous chap with a twinkle 

in his eye accompanied by a wry smile; and Barbara was a ‘game old bird’ (it’s an old term of endearment up here) 

with a huge smile and a big hug. Our thoughts are with both families. 

The Honey Show returned this year and took place at Brockholes Nature Reserve.  Elaine our Exhibitions Officer did 

a wonderful job organising it but was subject to some unnecessary criticism.  In reply I would say that anyone who 

thinks they can do a better job should step forward as I doubt Elaine will stand in your way! 

Once again Janet, our Convention Officer, organised a great day at Archbishop Temple School where Peter Foley, 

Ian Molyneux and Sarah Robinson engaged us with talks on flowers for bees, long range beekeeping, Manchester 

BKA’s apiary and the Forest of Bowland Haytime projects.  As ever we were left with much food for thought!  

Disappointingly, numbers were a little down on last year despite many notifications to the branches so if anyone 

has any ideas for next year please do let your delegates know. 

I’d like to thank a couple of stand ins.  Tony Lee, our Membership Secretary, agreed to also be our Secretary for 

twelve months and Robina Johnstone for taking over as Examinations Officer when Brian became less confident in 

the role. 

A big thank you to all the other officers both in the Association and in the Branches.  I know how hard it is to find 

people who are willing to put their names forward.  You make everything work so thank you. 

Finally, congratulations to Diane Drinkwater (Medlock) for becoming a BBKA Trustee; Margaret Wilson (Ormskirk) 

for accepting the BBKA Chair and Margaret Murdin (ex of Ormskirk) for becoming BBKA President.  Lancashire is 

really well represented in the BBKA! 

Michael Gardner 

Hon Chairman,  
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National Bee Unit Northern Annual Bee Report for 2017   

Covering Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Merseyside and the Wirral, Lancashire, 

Cumbria, Tyne and Wear, County Durham and Northumberland. 

This will be my last Annual Bee Report, as after my health scares in 2015 I have decided to retire at the end of April 

2018. I started work for MAFF as a Casual Bee Inspector in South and West Yorkshire in 1993. I then became 

Seasonal Bee Inspector for the North West covering Cheshire, Merseyside, Lancashire and Greater Manchester in 

1995. In 1998 I moved to core DEFRA as a Field Officer working on farms all over the North West, in this role I 

spent 13 months on the Foot and Mouth outbreak, until my appointment as Northern Regional Bee Inspector in 

2002. 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped and assisted me throughout my time as an inspector, field officer 

and manager. I have been particularly lucky in having good staff to manage and I really appreciate their support 

and help throughout my time with them. I shall miss all the beekeepers I have met and my work colleagues old and 

new, but I am looking forward to being out of the ‘rat race’ and spending more time with my own bees and my 

family. 

Foulbrood Disease  

There have been several cases of notifiable disease in the Northern region in 2017: - 
 

American Foulbrood (AFB) has been found in the following areas: - 
 

 10km square NY35 - 1 colony infected in 1 apiary (Carlisle, Cumbria) 

 10km square NY34 - 10 colonies infected in 1 apiary (Welton, Cumbria) – 11 colonies in the apiary all destroyed  

 10km square SD80 – 1 colony infected in 1 apiary(Oldham, Greater Manchester) 

 10km square SJ38 – 1 colony infected in apiary(Birkenhead, Liverpool) 
 
All colonies were destroyed. 
 
European Foulbrood (EFB) has been found in the following area: - 
 

 10km square SJ56 - 1 colony infected in 1 apiary, (Tarporley, Cheshire) – colony destroyed 
 
As defined in the National Bee Unit protocol, we have completed 3 km inspection sweeps around the infected 
apiaries and no further disease was found. 
If you have apiaries in any of the above areas, can you please make sure they are registered on BeeBase. 

Varroa 
 
As in previous seasons, Varroa levels, particularly later in the season have reached high levels in most unmanaged 

colonies. 
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Once again my Seasonal Bee Inspectors (SBI’s) were reporting damaged/stunted adult bees and deformed wings 

(Deformed Wing Virus) while undertaking inspections in late summer. Many beekeepers have found it difficult to 

control the Varroa levels in their colonies. 

Please be aware that most colonies have been rearing brood in this winter period, due to the warm weather. This 

can lead to high mite levels in spring. If the levels are not controlled, populous colonies can collapse in summer or 

early autumn. 

For more information on managing Varroa, please visit our website www.nationalbeeunit.com and please read the 

‘Managing Varroa’ leaflet produced by the National Bee Unit. This can be downloaded from the website. 

Please remember Varroa and its associated viruses are still the biggest killers of honeybee colonies here, in Europe 

and throughout the World. Low Varroa levels are important in late summer - when the queen lays eggs to produce 

the colonies winter bees and in early spring when Varroa breeding commences after the winter brood break.  

Regular Varroa monitoring is a very important part of your Varroa management and should be completed at 

least 3 or 4 times throughout the year (winter, spring, mid-summer and late summer); action must be taken if 

mite levels are near or over the injury or economic threshold limit of 1000 mites in the colony. Do not rely on 

physical deformities i.e. Deformed Wing Virus (DWV), stunted/small/deformed adult bees to diagnose 

Varroosis, it is generally too late at this point for colonies to recover. 

Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus (CBPV) 

As in previous years Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus was noticeable again in 2017, particularly in commercial 

beekeeper’s apiaries. This viral disease of adult honeybee seems to be widespread. It is thought to lie dormant in 

most honey bee colonies and often shows no effect in the colony. However when symptoms such as crawling 

and/or trembling bees, sometimes with shiny, hairless or bloated abdomens become apparent then the disease 

can spread quickly through the apiary and result in rapid depopulation of affected colonies. The disease used to 

only occur in large ‘mature’ colonies with drones, but I have noticed that some colonies are showing signs in spring 

and also later in the year. In severe cases, masses of dead bees may be found on the hive floor and/or on the 

ground at the front of the hive and sometimes the colony may not survive. It is thought that overcrowding and 

confinement exacerbate the spread of virus within the colony in periods of poor weather. It is also thought that 

disease can transfer through contact, so good hygiene practices are suggested (i.e. washing gloves and hive tools 

between inspecting each colony). Re-queening from non-susceptible stocks is also suggested to further reduce the 

incidence.  In some cases this disease can be confused with spray poisoning.  

For additional information on this and other viruses please see the NBU leaflet ‘Common Pests, Diseases and 

Disorders of the Adult Honey Bee’ and the fact sheet ‘Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus’. These are available as a pdf 

downloads at  www.nationalbeeunit.com. 

A CBPV research project started in 2017, in conjunction with FERA and Newcastle University, targeting mainly 

commercial beekeepers through the Bee Farmers Association whose colonies showed signs of the disease, in 

addition Appointed Bee Inspectors took a sample each if they noticed CBPV while undertaking their normal 

inspection duties.  

 

 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
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Approved Bee Medicines 

For your assistance, I list the current authorised bee medicines below. Please check the Veterinary Medicines 

Directorate (VMD) website regularly (www.vmd.defra.gov.uk) or ring the VMD to confirm that products are still 

legal to use. 

 

Treatments are approved for use in honeybee colonies in this country by the VMD and not by the National Bee 

Unit. 

As you can see from the forgoing table, there are now two legal treatments based on oxalic acid. Please note these 

are the only products that can be used for oxalic acid treatments in honeybee colonies in this country. Oxuvar is 

currently being marketed by Agri-Nova Bee Technology and can be only used for trickling, as it is partially pre-

mixed. 

‘Apitraz 500’ strips are now available in ‘National’ size and ‘Apivar’ strips have recently been authorised. These are 

Amitraz based products and as with all medicines should be used as per the manufactures instructions.   

Please note, there is a legal requirement to record all hive treatments applied/used, i.e. when and where 

purchased, type and amount of treatment or product used, batch number and expiry date if applicable, when 

applied and when withdrawn. The product, again if applicable, should be disposed of as per the manufacturers’ 

instructions. This information should be kept for 5 years. There is no stipulation in which format the treatments 

should be recorded, but a suitable record card can be found on BeeBase at:  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/BeeBase/index.cfm?pageid=309 

Other treatments from Europe are available for use under the ‘Cascade’ system.  Please visit the VMD website for 

information and import regulations, at www.vmd.defra.gov.uk 

 

Product name MA number Company Issued Indications

Bayvarol 3.6 mg Bee-hive Strips for 

Honey Bees

00010/4090 Bayer plc 17/07/1992 For the diagnosis and control of flumethrin 

sensitive Varroa jacobsoni in honeybees.

Apistan 10.3% w/w Bee Hive Strip 17017/4000 Vita (Europe) Ltd 26/11/1998 Control of varroosis (Varroa destructor (formerly 

known as Varroa jacobsoni)) in honeybee 

colonies

Apiguard Gel (25% Thymol) for Beehive 

Use

17017/4002 Vita (Europe) Ltd 23/07/2003

Treatment of varroosis due to Varroa destructor.

Apilife Var Bee-Hive Strip for Honey 

Bees

23101/4000 Chemicals Laif S.P.A 24/06/2009

Treatment of varroosis due to Varroa destructor.

Thymovar 15 g Bee-hive Strips for 

Honey Bees

36234/4000 Andermatt BioVet GmbH 15/06/2010 Treatment of varroosis on honey bee (Apis 

mellifera) due to Varroa mite (Varroa 

destructor).

MAQS Formic Acid 68.2g Beehive 

Strips for Honey Bees

40476/4000 NOD Europe Ltd 26/02/2013 Treatment of varroosis caused by Varroa 

destructor in honey bees (Apis mellifera).

API-Bioxal, 886 mg/g powder for in-hive 

use

23101/4001 Chemicals Laif S.P.A 08/09/2015 Treatment of varroosis (Varroa destructor, 

parasite of Apis mellifera).

Apitraz 500 mg Bee-hive Strips for 

Honey Bees

20634/4009 Laboratorios Calier, SA 26/04/2016 Treatment of external parasitosis caused by 

Varroa destructor sensitive to Amitraz.

Oxuvar 5.7%, 41.0 mg/ml Concentrate 

for Solution for Honey Bees

36234/4001 Andermatt BioVet GmbH 28/10/2016 Treatment of varroosis on honey bees (Apis 

mellifera) due to varroa mites (Varroa 

destructor).

PolyVar Yellow 275 mg Bee-hive Strip 00010/4216 Bayer plc 07/03/2017 For the treatment of varroosis in honey bees 

caused by flumethrin sensitive Varroa 

destructor mites.

VarroMed 5 mg/ml + 44 mg/ml Bee-hive 

Dispersion for Honey Bees 

EU/2/16/203/001 BeeVital GmbH 05/04/2017 Treatment of varroosis (Varroa destructor) in 

honey bee colonies with and without brood.

VarroMed 75 mg + 660 mg Bee-hive 

Dispersion for Honey Bees

EU/2/16/203/002 BeeVital GmbH 05/04/2017 Treatment of varroosis (Varroa destructor) in 

honey bee colonies with and without brood.

Apivar 500 mg Bee-hive Strips for Honey 

Bees

48004/4000 Veto Pharma 15/09/2017 Treatment of varroosis due to Varroa destructor 

sensitive to amitraz in honey bees.

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageid=309%E2%80%99
http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk/
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The 2017 honey season 

Reports from beekeepers in the Northern region indicate that 2017 has been a slightly better honey gathering 

season than 2015 and 2016. 

The Northern region average yield was around 17kg (37lbs) per honey producing colony, but some beekeepers 

further North produced no excess honey. Some beekeepers reported a much higher yield of 22kg (50lb) to 40kg 

(90lb) per honey producing colony, this was due to their proximity to the high nectar yielding plants, Himalayan 

Balsam and Heather plus having their colonies in peak condition. The Heather crop average was generally good 

due to the warm autumn weather at an average of 9kg (20lb) per colony. 

As always, good English honey is in high demand with flower honey retailing between £4 and £6 per pound. 

Staffing 

Mr Chris Appleby has taken over from Mr Ian Wallace as Seasonal Bee Inspector for County Durham, Tyne and 

Wear and Northumberland. Chris started work in May and has undergone training at the National Bee Unit at York 

plus field, technical and operational training with all the members of the Northern team inspection team. Chris is 

an experienced beekeeper and has all the qualities of becoming an excellent inspector. 

Imports 2017 

Import or export of bees, (including queens, packages and colonies) is permitted only if accompanied by an Official 

European Union (EU) or Third Country health certificate issued by the competent authority where the bees 

originated. It is a legal requirement that you notify the National Bee Unit of imports of bees from outside the UK. 

You can do this by completing the Importer Notification Form(Bee 28) and posting, faxing or emailing it to us. 

Alternatively, if self-registered, you can log in to the Beekeeper pages of BeeBase and click the 'Import 

Notifications' link from the left hand index. It is of course illegal to import bees, queens or any bee-related 

products from within the SHB exclusion zone around the affected areas in Southern Italy. Further details can be 

found on the Imports/Exports pages of BeeBase at http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=47   

The number of queens imported into England, Scotland and Wales from other EU countries continues to rise year 

on year. Import numbers for 2017 at time of writing are as follows (2016 figures in brackets for comparison): 

• Queens imported from the EU 15,210 (13,924) 

• Packages of Bees imported from the EU 1,776 (1,924) 

• Of which from Italy 1,310 (1,354) 

• Nucs imported from the EU 19 (23) 

• Full colonies imported from the EU 0 (0) 

• Queens from Third Countries 525 (Argentina) (335, also Argentina) 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=23
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=47


11 
 

Update on Asian hornet and Small Hive Beetle in Europe 

Early this year surveillance for the Asian hornet, Vespa velutina, was resumed and traps deployed in 

Gloucestershire and North Somerset following last year’s discovery and destruction of a nest at Tetbury and 

individual hornets found in North Somerset. No further hornets have been found in those areas but an insect 

caught flying inside a large distribution warehouse near Glasgow, Scotland in March 2017 was confirmed as an 

Asian hornet. It can only be assumed that this hornet had travelled all the way from southern Europe inside a 

container and flew out into the warehouse when goods were unloaded. This is a stark reminder that Asian hornet 

(and other exotic pests) could arrive almost anywhere in the UK given the vast volume of traffic and goods arriving 

in the UK from across the channel and other countries where exotic pests are endemic. The Scottish incursion 

could well have been a mated queen emerging from hibernation and if released into the open, may have been able 

to establish a nest. All beekeepers are advised to monitor for Asian hornet using a suitable trap. These can be 

home-made and there are links to a leaflet (and a YouTube video) describing how to make one on BeeBase 

(see http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208 ).  Monitoring traps are advised in areas away from a 

confirmed outbreak as regular inspection will allow other beneficial insects to be released unharmed. 

Further sightings of Asian hornets have been confirmed this year in the Channel Isles. A primary nest was 

discovered quite early in Jersey but several more nests in various stages of development have been found there 

and destroyed right through the season.  

Many reports of possible sightings in the UK have been received by the Non-Native Species Secretariat and the 

NBU during the year. However only one in late September near Wollacombe in North Devon was confirmed as an 

Asian hornet. Once a positive confirmation was made, the NBU Contingency Plan was activated and Bee Inspectors 

deployed in the area. Aided by lessons learned during the outbreak in Tetbury last year and perhaps also 

somewhat easier terrain to survey, the nest was quickly discovered and destroyed. The nest wasn’t in a typical 

position, high up in a tree as in Tetbury, but hidden within a tall hedge. Cutting away the cover revealed a nest of 

about 50 cm diameter. Surveillance in the area after destruction of the nest has shown no further hornet activity.  

Initial laboratory examination and analysis of the nest indicate that this was a fresh incursion from the French 

Asian hornet population and not directly related to the nest discovered in Tetbury last year. 

The map shows the extent of hornet incursions within the UK and the continuing spread of Asian Hornet in Europe, 

north into the Netherlands and east across northern Italy during 2016 and 2017.  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208
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Please check BeeBase News items for regular updates and the dedicated page at 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208 for further information including the Asian Hornet i.d. 

sheet, videos and useful links. Any suspect sightings of the Asian Hornet should be reported to the Native Species 

Secretariat at alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk and the NBU office or your 

Regional Bee Inspector.  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
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Small Hive Beetle 

 

At the time of writing there have been a total of just 11 apiaries reported positive for Small Hive Beetle in the 

province of Reggio Di Calabria in the region of Calabria, southern Italy. Two of these were if fact feral colonies and 

6 others were sentinel apiaries set up by the authorities. 

 

The Italian web site was last updated on the 30th November though in previous years since SHB was first detected 

inspections have continued well into December, so please check http://www.izsvenezie.com/aethina-tumida-in-

italy/ for the latest situation. Surveillance inspections in Sicily (336 apiaries) and in the more Northern Regions of 

Cosenza, Crotone and Catanzaro (439 apiaries) have all been clear. This indicate that the secondary outbreaks in 

Sicily in 2014 and Cosenza last year (the latter due to the illegal movement of colonies) may have been eradicated. 

On the basis of information received from the Italian competent authorities relating to their experience with small 

hive beetle occurrences in Southern Italy the Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2017/2174 of 20 November 

2017 has been passed, amending Annex E to Council Directive 92/65/EEC as regards the health certificate for trade 

in bees and bumble bees such that in respect of SHB, as well as meeting other measures, honey bee queen exports 

must originate from an area at least 30 km distance from the limits of a protection zone of at least 20 km in radius 

around confirmed occurrence(s) of the small hive beetle.  The previous 100km exclusion zone remains in place in 

respect of Tropilaelaps sp. mites. 

http://www.izsvenezie.com/aethina-tumida-in-italy/
http://www.izsvenezie.com/aethina-tumida-in-italy/
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See 

http://www.izsvenezie.com/aethina-tumida-in-italy/ 

The map above indicates that SHB is now present right across the region of Reggio Di Calabria with three new 

positives in two of the eastern provinces. 

I would again like to thank all the beekeepers in the Northern region who actively volunteer through the Sentinel 

Apiary Programme to help with the NBU exotic pest surveillance in the UK. The Italian experience does suggest 

that early detection and immediate action before SHB becomes established may enable a small localised outbreak 

to be eradicated and once again I would encourage all beekeepers to make themselves aware of the signs of SHB 

and monitoring techniques as described in the NBU leaflet, ‘The Small Hive Beetle – a serious threat to European 

apiculture’. See the dedicated pages for SHB on BeeBase http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=125    for 

links to the leaflet, a video and much more detailed information. 

 

  

http://www.izsvenezie.com/aethina-tumida-in-italy/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=125
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Beebase registration 

There is a common misunderstanding that beekeeper’s who are members of a Beekeeping Association are 

automatically registered on BeeBase, unfortunately this is not the case.  

Generally you are registered on BeeBase: 

 if you have had your bees inspected by an Appointed Bee Inspector,  

 or you are added to the data base by an Appointed Bee Inspector (without an inspection – but with the 
beekeepers permission),  

 or you are added by the office staff at the National Bee Unit in York (with prior permission from yourself or 
your Beekeeping Association)  

 or you register on-line yourself. 
 

As always, we try to encourage as many beekeepers as possible to register on BeeBase. This will enable us to 

contact beekeepers for example, to undertake exotic pest surveillance work, offer one  

to one advice and to inspect colonies for notifiable diseases and pests or if a pest or disease outbreak should occur.  

When a notifiable disease or pest is found, the BeeBase ‘sweep system’ is used to search the area around the 

disease outbreak (normally 3km with foul brood). This enables us to visit the beekeepers in the surrounding areas 

to make sure that their bees have not contacted the pest or disease. 

We then use our email disease alert system to make beekeepers aware that notifiable disease has been found in 

their area. To be alerted you must have a current and correct email address on BeeBase. If you are registered, 

please make sure that all your apiaries and your personal details are kept up to date. 

If you are not already registered on BeeBase, please register as soon as possible. 

If you are unsure whether you are registered, or are having difficulty registering, please contact the NBU office on 

0300 3030094.  

Please note the National Bee Unit does not pass any of your personal information to third parties. 

To access the site, please visit www.nationalbeeunit.com  

  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
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Healthy Bee Days 2017 and 2018  

I would like to thank the members of Preston Beekeeper Association for hosting and making the 2017 Healthy Bee 

Day a success. 

The 2018 events will be organised by the new Regional Bee Inspector, but there are likely to be two Bee Health 

Days, one in the Southern and one in the Northern part of the Northern region. 

If your association is prepared to plan and run one of these days then please contact me on by e mail or on one of 

my contact telephone numbers below for more information.  

As before, we will be asking associations to encourage 1st and 2nd year beekeepers on the course and particularly 

beekeepers that have not attended this type of training course before.  

These events will focus on several of the following: - 

1.  Varroa control/management  

2.  Good husbandry/hygiene/barrier management 

3.  Diseased and ‘confusion’ comb recognition 

4.  Nosema diagnosis and management. 

5. Practical hands on examination of honeybee colonies for notifiable disease and pests 

6.  Exotic Pest recognition and management 

7.  Comb changing 
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REGIONAL CONTACTS 

Northern Regional Bee Inspector 

Ian Molyneux.  Tel: 01204 381186  Mobile:  07815 872604  Email:  ian.molyneux@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

Seasonal Bee Inspector Contacts 

Merseyside/Wirral 
Mark McLoughlin (available April until the end of September)  Works mobile: 07500 891425  

Email: mark.mcloughlin@apha.gsi.gov.uk  Working 5 days per week 

 

Cumbria/North Lancashire 

Julia Hoggard (available April to end of September) Works mobile 07570 583461  
Email  julia.hoggard@apha.gsi.gov.uk  Works 4 days per week 
 
Lancashire and some parts of Greater Manchester 

John Zamorski (available April until end of September) Works mobile: 07775 119446      

Email: john.zamorski@apha.gsi.gov.uk  Works 4 days per week 

 

County Durham, Tyne and Wear and Northumberland 

Chris Appleby (available April to end of September) Mobile number: 07990 138900  

Email: chris.appleby@apha.gsi.gov.uk Works 5 days per week 

 

Cheshire 

Graham Royle (available April until the end of September) Works mobile: 07500 891423 

 Email: graham.royle@apha.gsi.gov.uk Works 4 days per week 

 

Details of disease incidence, research and news updates are regularly placed on the  

NBU website on www.nationalbeeunit.com 

Finally, I would like to thank my Seasonal Bee Inspectors for all their hard work in 2017 and wish you all a 

successful beekeeping season in 2018. 

Kind regards, 

Ian Molyneux.  

 
 
 
 

  

mailto:ian.molyneux@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:mark.mcloughlin@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:julia.hoggard@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:john.zamorski@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:chris.appleby@apha.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:graham.royle@apha.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
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Hon. Exhibitions Officer Report 2017 
 

The Lancashire & North West Beekeepers Association Honey Show was held on 1st October 2017 at Brockholes 
Nature Reserve. 
 
36 members entered, making 218 entries, which were judges by Dave Shannon & Terry Ashley. The judges were 
impressed by the entries and eventually awarded the Blue Ribbon for best exhibit in show to Ray Dowson for his 6 
matching jars of honey. Rob Magee won the Sir Wroth Lethbridge Presidents Cup for the most points. 
 
There were 2 talks, the first, entitled “The Plight of the Humble Bee” given by John Ball from Lancashire Wildlife 
Trust; and the Edward Humphreys Memorial Lecture, “The Birds and the Bees”, given by George Pilkington from 
Nuturing Nature. Although there was some consternation regarding the distribution of tickets, the talks were well 
received. 
 
We were fortunate enough to receive donations of some marvellous prizes for the raffle, in aid of Bees for 
Development and Lancashire Wildlife Trust. Our thanks to those who donated prizes and to all who bought tickets. 
 
I would like to give a heartfelt thank you to my right hand woman, Sue Scott; the judges, Terry & Dave; the judges 
stewards, Nicky Leeth & Rob Magee; Tony Lee, who, amongst many other things, ran the raffle; and to everyone 
else who helped in so many ways – it really was appreciated! 
But mostly, I would like to thank the members who entered and staged so many fabulous exhibits. Although there 
were the inevitable teething problems at a new venue with new show management, I hope that you all had a good 
day will consider entering again!  
 

Elaine Hargreaves 
Hon. Exhibitions Officer 
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Hon Treasurer’s Report 2017 
 

Having been Treasurer for five years I am at last finding that things are becoming easier each year! 

(Famous last words.) This year there were no hitches with the Gift Aid application thanks to being able to 

use the BDI data base. I hope that Branches will continue to allow me to use the data base as it makes for 

a more efficient process. It is pertinent to remind Branches that they should ensure that they have signed 

Gift Aid declaration forms for every member they claim for. It is important that the lists I produce for you 

are checked thoroughly against these declarations before you give me the go ahead to send off the claim. 

We have a very well organised Membership Secretary in Tony and this has made Capitation times 

relatively hassle free. Branches too, even though five branches had new treasurers recently, have got 

their systems ticking over well and this has been so helpful at account consolidation time.  

There are just a few small pointers for treasurers to take on board when producing their annual accounts. 

We have several categories into which spending is placed every year and it is important that branches 

identify their spending in as many of these as they can rather than putting items down as sundry 

spending. Sundries should be kept to an absolute minimum by branches.  Branches must also send an 

original signed copy of their accounts to me as well as an electronic copy.  

Moving into the 2017 to 18 beekeeping year, I would like to see a move to encouraging more BACS 

payments from branches to the general account. I am also keen to set up internet banking to enable 

payments to be made from the general account rather than having to post cheques and get signatures. I 

have made enquiries about such a move and they would be secure as two signatories would still be 

required to authorise payments but this would be done on line. I will put this to the 2018 AGM for 

discussion.  

On the advice of our Independent examiner, I would like to recommend that the Leonard Ross Account 

be fully absorbed into the general accounts. There is only a very small amount of money remaining from 

the original fund now. 

I intend to step down from the role of Treasurer next year so if someone would like to shadow me during 

the next year with a view to taking over I would be more than happy. 

 

Barbara Farbon 

Hon Treasurer 
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Lancashire & North West Beekeepers Association 

Consolidated Income & Expenditure 2017 

 
2016 Income 2017 

 

2016 Expenditure 2017 

£16,567.25 Subscriptions £17,397.45 

 

£78.79 Postages £49.88 

£1,834.65 Donations £962.82 

 

£15.87 Printing & Stationery £133.65 

£0.00 Adverts £0.00 

 

£11,426.00 B.B.K.A Capitation £11,773.00 

£31.88 Interest £28.21 

 

£82.13 Insurance £84.00 

£1,094.76 Honey Shows  £1,206.61 

 

£1,692.69 Honey Shows £1,882.29 

£899.05 B.D.I. Extra Hives £1,098.05 

 

£2,375.00 B.D.I. £2,145.75 

£8,253.00 Education £8,675.61 

 

£1,750.41 Education £1,198.26 

£150.02 Equipment £223.00 

 

£2,748.21 Equipment £4,382.48 

£1,221.00 Convention £1,931.10 

 

£1,208.50 Convention £1,247.00 

£1,148.28 Socials & Raffles £1,124.89 

 

£2,256.81 Socials Functions £608.40 

£2,984.22 Tax Refunds £3,445.11 

 

£1,024.75 Rooms £1,422.05 

£41.00 Treatments £730.00 

 

£1,492.71 Lecturers £1,173.51 

£429.80 Newsletters/Magazines £510.20 

 

£0.00 Treatments £367.72 

£659.31 Sundry Income £250.60 

 

£418.85 Newsletters/magazines £537.58 

£2,000.00 Grants £2,683.00 

 

£160.00 Honoraria £160.00 

£0.00 Fundraising £82.00 

 

£24.00 Cup Engrav. & Repairs £95.00 

 

Capitation 

  

£0.00 Handbook £0.00 

    

£0.00 Subs & Donations £1,092.00 

    

£313.40 Sundries £784.69 

    

£0.00 Books £0.00 

    

£113.05 Admin £160.23 

    

£3,866.96 Apiary £4,546.88 

       £37,314.22 Total Income £40,348.65 

 

£31,048.13 Total Expenditure £33,844.37 

£907.25 now presented 

     £38,221.47 Adjusted for non presentation 

     £468.11 Opening Cash Balance £1,241.81 

 

£1,241.81 Closing Cash Balance £478.51 

£44,673.28 Opening Bank Balance £51,887.17 

 

£51,887.17 Closing Bank Balance £58,438.81 

  

£814.25 

 

£814.25 Unpresented cheques & E lancs loss £98.31 

  

£52,314.73 

 

£51,072.92 Adjusted £58,819.01 

£83,362.86 Assets + Income £92,663.38 

 

£83,362.86 Assets + Expenditure £92,663.38 
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Lancashire & North West Beekeepers Association Accounts for the year ending 31
st

 October 2017 

Central Council Income and Expenditure 
 

2016 Income 2017  2016 Expenditure 2017 

       
£12,642.50 Capitation from Branches £12,970.50 

 
 £10.98 Postages £19.50 

£23.06 Bank Interest £19.26 
 

 £0.00 Printing & Stationery £0.00 

£20.00 Donations £50.00  £0.00 Handbook £0.00 
£1,221.00 Conventions £1,931.10 

 
 £0.00 Room Hire £80.00 

£0.00 Advertising Revenue £0.00  £54.75 Insurance £56.00 
£0.00 Members Honey Show £21.25  £11,426.00 BBKA Capitation £11773.00 

£2984.22 Tax Refunds from HMRC  £3445.11  £0.00 Subs/Donations £1000 
£0.00 Education £0.00  £0.00 Members Honey Show £221.00 
£0.00 Sundry £0.00  £1,208.50 Conventions £1247.00 

    £157.41 Education £75.00 
    £160.00 Honoraria £160.00 

    £2,977.76 Branch Tax Refunds 
from HMRC  

£3450.36 

    £212.00 Honey Shows £92.00 
    £0.00 Sundry (web) £38.35 
    £12.00 Admin (Bank Charges) £0.00 

£16,890.78 Total Income £18437.22  £16,219.40 Total Expenditure £18212.21 
£0.00 Opening Cash Balance £0.00  £0.00 Closing Cash Balance £0.00 

£4,629.13 Opening Bank balance £5280.00  £5280.00 Closing Bank balance £5413.83 
£3,228.84 Opening savings Account (-

LR) 
£3,249.35  £3,249.35 Branch savings Account 

(-LR) 
£3360.53 

  £8,529.35    £8774.36 
     Unpresented cheque £20.00 

£24748.75  £26966.57  £24748.75  £26966.57 
 
 
 

L. Ross Account 

2016  2017 
   

£183.93 National Savings and Investment Account £183.93 
£0.00 Interest £0.00 
£0.00 Medal and Engraving £95.00 

   
£183.93 

 
Balance remaining £88.93 

The Leonard Ross account is included in the Savings Account the above deduction for 2016 -17  is demonstrated on paper only, no 

money has been withdrawn from the savings account to cover this expenditure. The NSI deposit account stands at £3449.46  (Jan 

2018) 
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Hon Membership Secretary’s Report for 2017 
 

 

This is my fourth Annual Report. The prime task of the Association Membership Secretary is to submit to the BBKA 

amendments to the Register of Members received from the Branches.  

 

Those amendments include details of new members in the membership classes BBKA Honorary, Registered, 

Partner, Country, and Junior; changes of membership class and personal information; former members who were 

lapsed but have now paid their subscriptions for the current membership year; transfers between Branches; lapsed 

members who have not paid for the current year; and deceased members. Amendments can be notified by the 

Membership Secretary to the BBKA at any time throughout the year and the register is updated on an ongoing 

basis. 

 

A good working relationship has continued between the Membership Secretary and the BBKA Membership 

Department. 

The register is used to provide invoices to Association Treasurers in respect of capitation payments. This therefore 

requires the register to be kept up to date. 

 

Details of new members should be submitted by the Branches of the Association as soon as a member’s 

subscription is received. Details of lapsed members who have not paid their current year’s subscription and any 

changes in membership classes also should be reported promptly to the Membership Secretary. This will help to 

keep the membership register up to date and assist the accuracy of capitation invoices received from the BBKA. 

 

The Branches were requested by the Membership Secretary to check the accuracy of their respective Branch 

membership numbers and details, as shown in the Register of Members, in preparation for the April 2017 and 

September 2017 capitation process, following which any amendments identified by the Branches were reported 

back to the BBKA. This verification procedure will continue to be undertaken in future years. 

 

The April 2017 capitation (as at 18th April 2017) showed a total Lancashire & North West BKA membership of 606, 

compared to a total of 579 in April 2016 and 585 in April 2015. Total membership as at 13th September 2017 was 

661, compared to a total of 641 in September 2016. 

 

Total membership as at 31st December 2017 was 686, on the basis of membership changes reported by the 

Branches up to that date. This compares to a total membership of 678 at the end of December 2016. Membership 

numbers therefore have remained stable throughout 2017. 

 

I wish to thank the Association and Branch Treasurers and Branch Membership Secretaries for their support 

throughout 2017 and for continuing to inform me of any amendments to their respective Branch membership 

details as they occur. 

 

 

Anthony Lee 

Membership Secretary 
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Hon Examinations Secretary’s Report 2017 

 
The trustees of LNWBKA are indebted to Robina Johnstone who stepped in to help Brian Forster with the work 
relating to examinations during his illness and was able to ensure that all those wishing to take examinations 
experienced a smooth process. Robina  has written this year’s report. 

 
BBKA EXAMINATION CERTIFICATES 

 

C1 Junior 
C2 Basic 
C3 Intermediate Husbandry 
C4 Intermediate Theory 
C5 Advanced Theory 
C6 Advanced Husbandry 
MB Master Beekeeper 
J Senior Judge/Show Judge Certificate 
M Microscopy 
NDB National Diploma in Beekeeping 

 

 
In September 2017 Ray Dowson asked me to assume the responsibility of Examination Secretary when Brian 

Forster became ill. Lancashire Beekeepers continue to prioritise members’ education by ways of talks at Branch 

meetings, demonstrations at apiaries and examinations. 

 

JUNIOR ASSESSMENT 

There have been no candidates this past year. 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 MODULE EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 

EXAM E Lancs Ormsk & C Preston  Tot 

M2   1C 1 

M3  2P  2 

M5  1C 1P 1C 3 

M6 1P 1C   2 

 2 3 3 8 

 

MARCH 2017 MODULE EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 

EXAM Bpool E Lancs Lpool Ormsk & C Preston  Tot 

M1  1P 2P 4P 1C  8 

M3 1C     1 

M5  2P   1P 3 

M6    1C 2P 3 

 1 3 2 6 3 15 

 

BASIC CERTIFICATES 2017 

 E Lancs Ormsk & C Preston  Medlock Tot 

PASS   3 1 4 

CREDIT 4 2 6 1 13 

 4 2 9 2 17 
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GENERAL HUSBANDRY CERTIFICATE 

Paul Noblet     Preston & District 

Paul Roberts   Ormskirk & Croston 

 

ADVANCED HUSBANDRY CERTIFICATE 

Kath Kindred   Blackpool & Fylde 

 

MASTER BEEKEEPER 

Kath Kindred   Blackpool & Fylde 

 

 

MICROSCOPY CERTIFICATE 

John Hewitt   Ormskirk & Croston  

 

LEONARD ROSS TROPHY (Basic Assessment Highest Mark) 

Catherine Charnock   Medlock 

 

My thanks to everyone who has given me advice and support since I took on this role. 

I also wish to acknowledge the inspiration and encouragement given to me by Brian Forster in the all too brief time 

I was privileged to know him. 

 

Robina Johnstone. 
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Branch Reports 

East Lancs Branch 

Firstly my thanks to all  members of the committee for their help in organizing and running many of the events that 

occurred throughout our programme for 2017.  In addition thanks too to all non committee members who 

volunteered their help for many activities which make our club one of the most active in the region. 

2017 has been a very active year for us in East Lancashire in what promised to be a bumper harvest back in the 

spring and gradually fizzled into fairly showery and mixed summer with many of our members reporting low honey 

yields and at times summer feeding of our colonies to keep them alive. 

 

Our monthly meetings, although not as well attended as could be in view of our membership figures, were varied, 

interesting and provided many opportunites for learning about and improving our skills in beekeeping. 

Ian Molyneux, regional bee inspector, was just one of several guest speakers.  He gave us an insight into different 

ways of dealing with out apiaries.  John Goodwin, show judge, gave great advice to help us prepare entries for the 

honey shows more effectively. Peter Foley gave us an insight into the best gardens plants for  bees.  Several club 

members gave talks ranging from buying your first microscope, bait hives and preparing your bees for winter. 

 

In addition our annual meal out, this year again at Agra Indian Restaurant at Hapton was thoroughly enjoyable, our 

weekly hive openings at the club apiary at Offshoots Permaculture Project, Townley Hall, was very well attended 

both by beginners and experienced beekeepers alike. 

Several of our members were involved in outside activites, for example giving talks on a variety of beekeeping 

subjects to both schools, organisations and other beekeeping branches in our region. The education department 

has been in full swing and many opportunities to promote beekeeping across the area have been taken.  

 

The drop in attendance at monthly meetings has raised some concern, particularly as our membership has 

remained at the same level as previous years.  I would like to use this as an opportunity to stress that this is your 

club and without support will struggle to continue. The committee welcome suggestions for meetings and other 

activities, we are there to run this club for you, without feedback we are working somewhat in the dark and while 

we try to provide what we think you would like or need if there is something in particular you would like to do or 

see please feel free to let the committee know.  We welcome fresh ideas. 

Janet Murray 

Chairperson East Lancs BKA 
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Blackpool and Fylde Branch 

 

I would like to think that for all of us, 2017 has been another very successful year. The club appears to be enjoying 

their beekeeping and the attendance at meetings has been good. We have had some very interesting speakers 

from Queen rearing with Janet and Keith to Celia Davies’ talk in October on the importance of the queen in the 

hive. We are currently putting together another good programme for the coming year. 

 

Those club members that exhibited at the various shows, great Eccleston and Lancashire Honey Show did well and 

I would particularly like to thanks Paulette for putting together the club exhibit at the Lancashire show where we 

came a very credible 2nd. 

I would like to congratulate those who took their Basic Assessment and passed and hope that they are encouraged 

to progress to take Modules. A big congratulation goes to those who took modules and to our Master Bee Keeper 

Kath. I really would encourage members to study as it does make you into a better bee keeper. 

 

The Bee Awareness Day was a great success and is on the calendar for the last Wednesday in May 2018. I hope you 

will continue to give this your support as we cannot manage it without you.  

 

The Out Apiary at Lytham hall is proving to be very popular with the new beekeepers where they gain considerable 

experience in handling and learning about bees. I am hoping that by having a more structured approach next year 

we may encourage more intermediate and experienced bee keepers to attend. A number of families also enjoyed 

coming down, with Keith showing them through the hives.  I am pleased to say that we had no winter losses with 

any of our colonies which was a great improvement. Keith got a number of people involved with Queen Rearing 

and even though we could not use the Lassi queen due to EFB, we did successfully manage to raise some new 

queens for the members. It was an interesting learning experience which we hope to repeat next year. 

Thank you to all those who came and helped and to Jo for building the lean-to covered area. the wild flower roof is 

looking really good at the moment with a variety of plants in flower. 

 

I wish you a very successful 2018. 

Charlie Greenhill 

Chairman Blackpool and Fylde BKA 
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Liverpool and District Branch 

 

This is the 75th AGM of the Liverpool & Merseyside Beekeepers Association.  The anniversary was celebrated by a 

BBQ in July which was a very enjoyable afternoon, the highlight of the day being the climbing of two large trees by 

one member to capture swarms.  There have been nine Branch meetings this year, seven lead by our own 

members, two by guest speakers and our apiary manager also ran a number of training sessions at the branch 

apiary.  We held our annual dinner once again at Blackburn House in March.  Most events have been well-

attended, with, on average, around 30 participants. 

  

The Beginners’ Course in January underwent some development and all of this year’s thirteen trainees appreciated 

the presentations & went away extremely motivated.  Several participants have become regular and enthusiastic 

attendees at our meetings. 

 

The year ended with 113 members, a small increase on last year when we had 108 members. 

 

Our Membership Secretary is standing down and his input will be missed, though the spreadsheet he has 

developed will make the role much easier.   

 

At the request of several members a Facebook page was set up and has become quite a lively forum with some 

useful cross-postings with Wirral Beekeepers who likewise set up their own page. 

 

An observation hive was purchased for branch use and new hive equipment was purchased for our Branch 

apiaries. Bees were also purchased for the apiaries and this was supplemented by bees generously donated by two 

members. In addition two WBC hives were purchased for our apiary at Rice Lane City Farm through sponsorship 

from the construction company, McCloughlin and Harvey. The hives have been painted by local school children. 

Sealed queen cells were produced for the use of members but these were of limited success due to it being late in 

the season.  It is hoped that the exercise can be repeated next year in our quest to produce nuclei for beginners. 

 

Most beekeepers obtained honey this season and there seemed to be fewer wasps around.  All hives should now 

be heavy with winter stores & tucked up ready for the winter months. 

 

Looking to the future, we have recently been contacted by the beekeeping group at Calderstones School, the first 

in the country to gain schools membership of the BBKA.  We look forward to forging strong links with these bright 

and enthusiastic young people who will be the future of beekeeping.  

 

We look forward now to a successful 2018 Season.  

 

 

Peter Wass, Chairman 

Tracey Seddon, Secretary 
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Medlock Branch 

What a productive ten months we have had this year! We started our association ten months ago with the aim of 
teaching people how to keep bees responsibly in urban surroundings, on allotments and to promote beekeeping in 
the local community by running regular apiary sessions. 
 
We attended four public events over the summer.  The first was in July at Gallery Oldham where Luke Charnock 
officially opened the new bee gallery.  We also attended The Friends of Broadhurst Fields event in August, Firwood 
Community Woodland activity day in September and the food festival at in October in Veg in the Park. 
 
Diane Drinkwater and Cath Charnock also gave talks at an allotment open day and a school in Middleton.  We were 
well received at all events, with lots of positive feedback. 
 
In August we were all very proud when Luke Charnock attended the International Meeting of Young Beekeepers at 
Marlborough College where he stewarded for some of the activities and appeared on Countryfile. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you Diane Drinkwater for all her hard work in setting up our association and both 
DIane and Cath for obtaining £714 from Waitrose and £1,509 from Greggs bakery. We now have our own electric 
honey extractor and new hives. 
 
Finally thank you to all the elected officers for their time and energy and to Lancashire and North West Beekeepers 
Association for welcoming us under their umbrella.  
 
With the enthusiasm we have in our association I am looking forward to an even better year next year.  
 
 

John Renmans 
Chair Medlock BKA 

 
 
Find us at: Medlock BKA monthly meeting first Monday of the month 8pm 
  The New Moston Club, 64 Parkfield Road North, Moston, Manchester,  
  M40 3RQ 
 
Facebook: Medlock Bees 
 
Website:  www.medlockbees.co.uk 
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Ormskirk and Croston Branch 
Recruitment and Membership 
Membership for the branch is 180 for the past year which is unchanged from the previous year.  We have again 
seen a continued interest in beekeeping and steady enquiries throughout the year.  
 
Schedule of meetings  
Winter meetings this year were held at Church House in Ormskirk and all were well attended. On Monday 16 
January Graham Royle talked about the arrival of the Asian Hornet in Gloucestershire the previous year and his 
role in locating the nest. 44 people attended. On 20 February John Goodwin talked about wax and gave tips on 
showing to the 40 people who attended. On 20 March Margaret Murdin gave a very informative talk on 
communication in the hive followed by a cake tasting competition led by Barbara Roderick and over 50 people 
attended this event.  
  
We returned to the out apiary on Sunday 23 April for a Healthy Bee Day meeting and 41 people attended. Our next 
meeting on Saturday 20 May focused on swarm control and 28 people were present. The next meeting on 17 June 
considered the topic of making increase.  Branch members were given a useful demonstration on practical 
beekeeping on 30 July and 28 attended. Sunday 27 August was all about extracting and preparing for winter. As in 
previous years, the high point of the season was again the branch Honey Show on 16 September which attracted a 
number of entries (although fewer than last year) and was attended by speakers Ken and Dan Basterfield and 
judged by Ivor Flatman and Ian McLean. 55 people attended. 
 

 Introduction to Beekeeping course and practicals 

This year the branch held a training course on 29 April at Ormskirk School which was attended by 23 people. The 
day was followed by a series of practical sessions at the out apiary. Brian Jones was the course tutor this year, 
assisted by Martin Smith. Practical sessions were run by members of the committee and other branch members. 
As in the previous year, all new members were assigned a mentor and all those who wanted bees received 
colonies by mid-summer supplied by branch and committee members.  
 

Examinations 
2 members took their Basic Assessment and passed. 14 members attended the module 1 course and 5 sat the 

March 2017 exam. 5 members attended the module 6 working group with 2 taking the exam 

 Module 3 was offered for the November 2017 exam but no members attended the course. 

 Module 1 is being studied by 1 possibly 2 members for the March 2018 exam and Module 2 is being considered for 

5 members who showed an interest. 
 

 Events 

The Lancashire and NW BKA Spring Convention was held on 11 March at Bishop Temple School. Once again, some 
members of the branch enjoyed a trip to the BBKA Spring Convention at Harper Adams, held from 7 – 9 April 2017. 
 

Branch members have attended many local shows and events and visited some schools. Branch and committee 
members continue to give talks on bees and beekeeping in schools, garden centres and for voluntary 
organisations. We encourage more people to take part, particularly those new to beekeeping. 
  
The Branch Honey show was held at Aughton Village Hall on 16 September. The number of entries had decreased 
from last year however there were enough for the Blue Ribbon to be awarded to Elaine Hargreaves for her honey 
chocolates. Ray Dowson won the prize for the highest number of points awarded in the show. 
 

The branch web site continues to be a useful resource for members and interested parties. Information about our 
programme of events and contact details can be found at www.ormskirkbeekeepers.org.uk  We welcome 
contributions for the newsletter from all branch members and hope that we can continue to provide meetings and 
events that people will support. 
 

Penny Oakley 
Branch Secretary 

http://www.ormskirkbeekeepers.org.uk/
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Preston Branch 

Following a warm winter I hope everyone coped well with the variable season and has had a good and productive 

year. Hopefully we will all go into the coming winter with good strong colonies that are able to combat all that our 

unpredictable winters have to offer. I think in general we have had a mostly warm year which has hopefully 

allowed the bees to produce lots of honey. Currently the biggest concern of the year is the discovery of the Asian 

Hornet, please keep setting the observation traps and report any findings to your Bee Inspector. 

 

Overall the branch has had a busy year with numerous activities, shows and events highlighted in the various 

reports and as always this was due to the help and cooperation of officers and members of the branch. 

 

1. Club Apiary. I would like to thank Viki and the Apiary Committee and everyone involved in the running of the 
Apiary for their hard work and support throughout the year. The apiary was officially named The Joe Birkby 
Training Apiary and a plaque has been raised to commemorate the event. Viki will have more details in the 
Apiary managers’ report. 

 

2. PBKA Honey Show. The branch Honey Show was again a great success. There were a good number of entries 
in the varying classes. Congratulations to all who came away with a certificate in their chosen category. Well 
done also to all who entered and just missed out better luck next time. The Andrew Todd Cup was presented 
to the person whose item on show was considered by the Judge to be the Best in Show and that was Alan 
Manwaring. The person who had the best wax in show was Tony Houghton and he received the Red Rose 
Shield. The entry for Novice Honey was Leanne Doree and she received The Joe Birkby Cup well done to them 
and thank you to everyone who supported the show. A special thanks should go to Jane Halsall who once again 
produced the Honey Show Schedule and Entry form and to the committee members who planned and 
organised the show.  I would like to thank Mr Bill Helm and Mrs Dorothy Todd for reclaiming the lost trophies 
and Mrs Sheila Birkby for donating a new trophy which were presented to the winners of the various 
categories in our Honey show. 

 

3. Education. Alan has continued to develop a successful programme of courses aimed at beginners and 
experienced beekeepers alike. Congratulations to everyone who passed their various exams, I am sure Alan 
will have more details in his report. If anyone is interested in studying for any of the courses next year please 
contact Alan for details. 

 

4. Website Manager. I will continue as website manager. If you feel an item should be on the website or needs 
amending please contact me ASAP on my mobile or E-Mail with your suggestion and I will update if needed. 
 

Finally I would like to thank all those members who, in any way, have helped once again to make 2017 a 

successful year for the Branch. The Officers and members of sub committees deserve special mention.  

A card was circulated at the AGM to thank Mr Steve Hall of the Church of The Latter Day Saints for all the 

support he gave us over the last years. Sadly Steve is unable to continue his support due to ill health. 

 

Andrew Fowler 

Chairman PBKA 

November 2017 
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Southport and Formby Branch 
We had a good reassessment in May to see where our Association is headed after a few members stood down 

from their official positions owing to other commitments. New officers were elected with  joint secretaries and 

joint chairmen. There was no beekeeping course held this year for various reasons. Informal meetings were set up 

and are now running very successfully. They were initially held at the Richmond Hotel and are now at the present 

venue of the Fleetwood Hesketh Sports and Social Club. Thanks to David and Karen for organising these respective 

venues. 

 

We have had a lot of new members join the Association in the last year and we welcome you all. Do we need to 

change the name of our association back to Southport Beekeepers rather than Southport and Formby Beekeepers? 

Our members feel that we need to look for a new site for the branch apiary, nearer to Southport. It needs to be 

secure, away from prying eyes with accommodation for our branch shed and a suitable place to site the beehives. 

To date nothing has been forthcoming so for the mean time it will stay at Homer Green. Some of our committee 

members are to assess the state of the hives on this site and to do this we will liaise with John Turner who is the 

local resident and member. 

 

An audit of equipment held in the branch shed needs to be carried out and we are looking for a new co-ordinator 

to facilitate this as an ongoing job, i.e. booking out and checking the state of the equipment held etc. 

Southport Flower Show did very well again this year although the honey entries were down. More of our newer 

members are needed to volunteer to help to steward our marquee at this event. It is our big showcase for the 

year. It does not matter if you feel you are inexperienced as a new beekeeper as we also have more experienced 

beekeepers in the marquee who you can ask for advice, this is how we all learn. Do not be afraid to ask. 

 

John Bryan and Barry Milne  

Joint Branch Chairs 

Southport Flower Show Report 

Bee keepers as individuals are great people but it takes team work to put on a Flower Show and guess what, they 

can do that as well. It worked out beautifully combining volunteers from Ormskirk, Liverpool and Southport 

Associations. 

Within a day we had changes a chaotic pile of wooden trestles and tables into lines of displays covered in pristine 

white plastic. They were then divided up into the classes according to the schedule, both for the Bees and Honey 

section as well as Baking and Preserves. We were ready to go.  

The three Honey judges from Yorkshire were pleased with our entries and the standards achieved and awarded 

the silverware and certificates accordingly. Those appraising Baking and Preserves worked through the increased 

number of entries and awarded certificates for both the adult section and the new junior section. 

The public flowed through the tent like a tsunami asking numerous questions and tasting honey, getting through 

2500 tasting sticks! Our volunteers without which the show cannot run turned up through rain shine and put on a 

smiley face throughout the four days. they were truly wonderful and we wholeheartedly thank them all. What a 

team! 

We would also like to thank all the folk in the office and the ground staff for their help in managing to produce all 

the things we requested no matter how large or small. 

Thank you so much. 

Sue Scott  

Flower Show Manager 
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Branch Contact details 2017 – 18  

For details of meetings please visit the branch websites  

East Lancashire Beekeepers 

Chairman:                          Janet Murray  

Vice Chairman:                  John Zamorski  

Hon Secretary:                  Dave Heaton    

Hon Treasurer:                   Anne Marie Parker   

Education Officer:              Janet Murray  

Membership Secretary:    Juli Scott  

Apiary Manager:                David Parker  

Website Co-ordinator:      Barrie Scott  

Honey Show Secretary:     Darren Helliwell  

Other Committee Members 

John Cookson 

Karl Francis  

John Wilson 

Website  www.eastlancsbees.org.uk 

 

 

 

Blackpool and Fylde Beekeepers 

President           Doris Richardson 

Chairman           Charlie Greenhill 

Vice Chairman  Mica Goldstone 

Treasurer           Janet Swain 

Asst Treasurer  Eric Hassall 

Secretary           Paulette Goldstone 

Asst Secretary  Christine Webb 

Education and Library   Janet Preece 

Quatermaster     Pam Greenhill 

CC Rep                  Kath Kindred 

CC Rep Asst Rep Eric Hassall 

Website www.blackpoolbees.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.eastlancsbees.org.uk/
http://www.blackpoolbees.co.uk/
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Liverpool and Merseyside Beekeepers 

Club Chairman             Peter Wass 

Club Secretary              Tracey Seddon 

Membership                  Secretary John Heath 

Club Treasurer               John McCann 

Educational Officer       Cliff Porter 

General information – contact@liverpoolbeekeepers.co.uk 

Web site www.liverpoolbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

 

Medlock Beekeepers 

Chairman           John Redman 

Secretary           Diane Drinkwater 

Treasurer          Catherine Charnock 

Website             www.medlockbees.co.uk 

 

Ormskirk and Croston Beekeepers 

Chairman     Margaret Wilson 

Secretary     Penny Oakley   

Treasurer     Mark Oakley 

Website       www.ormskirkbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

 

Preston Beekeepers 

Chairman                      Andrew Fowler – Cottam  

Secretary                      Kathryn Wilkinson - Fulwood 

Treasurer                      Paul Noblet - Preesall 

Education Secretary   Alan Manwaring  

Website  www.prestonbka.org.uk 

 

Southport and Formby Beekeepers 

Chairman                  John Bryan & Barry Milne  

Secretary                  Duncan Hall  

Treasurer                  Karen Reid  

Education                 David Southheard  

Website                    Ian Turner 

If you have a swarm of honey bees in your garden then contact John Bryan on 01704 220517 and he will try and 

help. 

Website www.southportbeekeepers.co.uk 

mailto:contact@liverpoolbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.liverpoolbeekeepers.co.uk/
http://www.medlockbees.co.uk/
http://www.ormskirkbeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.prestonbka.org.uk/
http://www.southportbeekeepers.co.uk/
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Practical Information 

Feeding bees 

Heavy or thick syrup is given to bees when they need to store food, that is, in preparation for winter. 
Light syrup is thought by some beekeepers to stimulate a colony in the spring. Syrup must 

only be given when bees have stopped flying for the day. Reduced entrances can help avoid robbing. Never 
spill syrup in the apiary. 

 
Candy can be placed directly on the cluster of bees when stores have been used and they are not flying. 

Only use white sugar with no additives (unless treating for Nosema). 

 
Recipes: 

 
Heavy Syrup 1:2 

2lbs sugar/1 pint water 
7kg sugar/4 litres water 
Heat carefully until crystals are dissolved and allow to cool 

 
 

Light syrup 1:1 

Amount of sugar to water is halved 
Heat carefully until all crystals are dissolved and allow to cool 

 
Candy 

Proportions by volume: 
5 sugar 

1 water 

Heat carefully to 117oC (243oF). This will be after boiling for about 3 minutes. Cool container in a sink of cold 

water if possible, stirring until the mixture thickens and whitens. Pour into a 
suitable container. 
Note: Never feed foreign honey as it might contain bee viruses. 

 
 
Labelling Honey for Sale 
Some beekeepers sell honey only occasionally in small and variable amounts depending on the size of the 

harvest and the honey surplus to their own requirements each year. Others, with a greater number of hives 

may regard their beekeeping as a sideline from which financial return is required and may be supplying various 

retail outlets on a regular basis however there are some beekeepers would like to sell honey but feel that the 

many laws pertaining to this are so complex that they would be unable to comply, or that there is a fear of 

inadvertently falling foul of the law.  

The Honey (England) Regulations 2015 came into force on 24 June 2015 making the previous BBKA leaflet L010 

obsolete. Please contact BBKA if you have any questions or concerns so that you do not break the law.  Their 

address is: BBKA The Bee Centre, National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire, CV8 2LZ. 
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Recipes 
 

HONEY MALT LOAF 

Contains no eggs AND no butter 

10oz self raising flour 

1 cup mixed dried fruit 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup milk 

1 tablespoon treacle 

1 tablespoon of honey 

 

Mix all the ingredients together thoroughly.  Put into a lined greased 2lb loaf tin.  Bake for approx 1 

hour at 180c.  Eat warm as it is or sliced and buttered when cold 

 

HONEY BUNNIES 

1 tablespoon honey 

3oz butter 

3 oz sugar 

3 oz plain flour 

1/2 level teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

3oz plain flour 

3oz porridge oats 

 

Melt honey, butter and sugar.  Add dry ingredients and mix well. Place small balls on greased baking 

tray allowing room to spread.  Bake for 10-15 mins at Gas Mark2/ 150c. 

 

HONEY WALNUT CAKE 

4oz butter 

8oz honey 

2 eggs 

5oz self raising flour 

2oz chopped walnuts 

 

Cream butter and honey.  Add eggs and beat well. Fold in flour and walnuts.  Place in greased and 

lined tin and bake at 170c for approx 1 hour. 
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Honey Date and Walnut Cake 

 Oven Temp F 140 degrees Conv 160 degrees Gas 3 

1 2 lb loaf tin lined with greaseproof paper.  

Ingredients 

225g Self Raising Flour 

1/2  tsp ground cinnamon 

175 softened butter 

100g light muscovoda sugar 

3 tbs clear honey 

2 eggs beaten 

2 med ripe bananas (9oz  250g) 

100g stoned dates 

50g walnuts pieces 

  

Tip  Flour, Cinnamon, Butter, Sugar and 2 tbs honey onto a large bowl. 

Mash bananas and chop date (scissors are best for this) and add to bowl.  Beat for 2/3 minutes until 

well blended.  

 Spoon into tin, scatter the top with walnuts, bake for 1 hour, test to see if cooked using a dry skewer.  

 Turn out onto a wire rack, when cold drizzle remaining honey over cake.  

 Cut into thick slices to serve.  

 

  HONEY SHORTBREAD 
 

6 tablespoons set honey 

275g (10oz) plain flour 

225g (8oz) butter  

 

Cream the honey and butter until very smooth & soft 

Sift the flour and stir into the creamed mixture 

Press the mixture into a greased tin – 19 x 34 cm (7”x13”) 

Chill thoroughly, then prick all over with a fork & mark into fingers or squares 

Bake at 160C/325F/gas 3 for about 40 mins 

When golden and cooked, remove from oven and cut fully through marked lines 

Leave to cool, if you can! 
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HONEY MUSTARD GLAZE 

 
3oz butter 

1 tablespoon honey 

 

2 teaspoons mixed grain mustard 

 

Soften butter and mix with honey and mustard Season Can be used to glaze carrots, parsnips, sausages, 

chicken etc before barbequing or roasting 

 
PLAIN HONEY CAKE 

 

227g self-raising flour 
227g honey 
133g butter 
2        eggs 
pinch of salt 

 

Cream together butter and honey. 

Beat eggs well and add alternately with sifted flour and salt. If needed, add a little milk. Bake in 

a lined greased tin in a moderate oven for approximately 1 ¼ hrs 

(165 - 190mm diameter tin) 

 

HONEY FRUIT CAKE 
 

227g self-raising flour 
227g honey 
113g butter 
113g chopped cherries 
113g sultanas 
57g   mixed peel 
2      eggs 
pinch of salt and nutmeg 
milk as required 

 
Cream together butter and honey. 

Beat eggs together and add alternately with the flour and salt. Add fruit, peel and nutmeg. Beat 

lightly but well. Add a little milk if required. 

Turn into a prepared tin (165 - 190mm diameter) 

and bake for approximately 2 ½ hrs. in a moderate oven. 



38 
 

 
 
HONEY FRUIT SCONES 
 
448g  Self Raising flour 

112g  margarine or butter 

84g sugar (caster) 

28g honey 

2 eggs 

3 tabs milk 

1/4 tsp salt 

84g fruit 

 
Sieve flour and salt into bowl. Rub Flour, Marg/butter & Sugar together. 

Whisk Eggs Honey & Milk. Add this to the mixing bowl to make a smooth dough. Add fruit. Turn out 

onto a floured board and knead until dough is smooth. 

Roll lightly to ¾ inch thick. Cut out circles and put on floured tray. Glaze with egg.  

Bake on top shelf for 15 minutes at 400of / 200oc 



39 
 

LANCASHIRE & NORTH WEST BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
 

LOCAL and NATIONAL FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2018 

 

March 10th  Lancashire Annual Convention 

April 13th – 15th  BBKA Spring Convention at Harper Adams 
University Shropshire 

August 16th – 19th  Southport Flower Show ‘Once Upon a Time’ 

TBA Ormskirk and Croston Honey Show 

TBA LNWBKA Honey Show - Brockholes 

Saturday 6th October Preston Honey Show 

September 25th – 27th  
87th  National Honey Show – Sandown  

Park Race Course Esher Surrey 

Saturday 3rd November  Liverpool Honey Show 
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INTERNATIONAL QUEEN MARKING COLOURS 
 

YEAR ENDING             COLOUR 
 
1 or 6 WHITE 

2 or 7 YELLOW 

3 or 8 RED 

4 or 9 GREEN 

5 or 0 BLUE 

 
The series can be remembered by the following mnemonic: 

 

WHEN YOU REQUEEN GIVE THE BEST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


