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THE MOST USED
OXALIC ACID TREATMENT

ALITY

AGAINST VARROA
IN THE EU

• Controlled level of HMF
and heavy metals

• OPTIMAL CONCENTRATION
for maximum eﬃcacy (>96%)
and excellent tolerance
• TREATMENT PERIODS:
WINTER (li�le or no brood)
SPRING (swarms & shook swarms)
SUMMER (blocked egg-laying)
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of Varroa infesta�on,
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type of beehive;
- Ne Eke is required.
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Welcome!
Welcome to the 43rd BBKA Spring Convention; it’s ‘virtual’ this year,
no thanks to Covid 19 and the pandemic but with the bonus that
it comes straight to your living room, kitchen, or even your apiary
- via computer, tablet or smart phone. We hope that attendees
will find the mix of speakers and their topics every bit as broad,
interesting and relevant as usual, whatever your experience of
bees and beekeeping. I look forward to joining you over the next
few days through the magic of the internet!
Joyce Nisbet - BBKA Trustee & Chair, Spring Convention Committee

The 43rd BBKA Spring Convention 2021
The event runs from Thursday evening 15 April over the weekend to Sunday 18 April; readon to see the Event Timetable. Scroll down for details of the outstanding presentations and
speakers. In addition to the science and practical beekeeping sessions there are some more
light-hearted events in the evenings to enjoy including Locked Down with Bill Turnbull, input
from our Patron Jimmy Doherty and a Bees-A-Buzzing quiz session.
Notwithstanding substantial support from sponsors, traders and advertisers, the Convention is
costly to run on a ‘virtual’ platform, so we are asking attendees to contribute to costs - £10 in
advance or £12 during the event, for the whole weekend programme – all sessions. That said,
the Thursday night offering with its welcome from Jimmy Doherty and keynote address by David
Aston and The Market Place, where you will find all your favourite traders under one virtual roof
and which will be open throughout the weekend, will be free to access. Likewise The Beacon
School presentation on Sunday 18th will also be free to access.
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The original remote hive monitoring technology company
A fresh new look for 2021
Completely Wireless
Install in minutes
World class algorithms

complete package from £299

Join our webinar
Title: Using sensor technology to
improve productivity for hobby
beekeepers
Date: 23rd April
Time: TBA

www.arnia.co - sales@arnia.co.uk

Event Timetable
19.30-19.35
19.35-20.30
10.15-10.30
10.30-11.15
11.30-12.15
12.20-13.00
13.00-13.30
13.30-14.25
14.30-15.15
15.30-16.15
16.15-16.45
18.00-19.00
09.15-09.30
09.30-10.15
10.30-11.15
11.30-12.15
12.20-13.00
13.00-13.30
13.30-14.25
14.30 15.15
15.30-16.15
16.15-16.45
18.00-19.00
09.15-09.30
09.30-10.15
10.30-11.15
11.15-12.00
13.00-13.30
14.30-15.25
15.30-16.25
09.15-09.30
09.30-10.30
10.45-11.30
11.45-12.30
12.35-13.00
13.00-13.30
13.30-14.25
14.30-15.30
15.30-15.45

Thursday 15 April
WELCOME with Jimmy Doherty
1
Tipping-points and Perceptions – Keynote address
David Aston
Friday 16 April
WELCOME TO FRIDAY
2S
The evolution of natural varroa tolerance
Stephen Martin
3P
European Foulbrood
Colin Pavey
Live Q&A with Stephen Martin and Colin Pavey
LUNCH with ‘Beekeeping - Put Your Back Into It – Safely!’ Wendy Joelson
4P
From Comb to Candle with Live Q&A
Shirley Bond
5S
Developing markers for breeding bees
Stephen Pernal
6S
What is left of the Welsh Dark Bee?
Dylan Elen
Live Q&A with Stephen Pernal and Dylan Elen
Locked Down with Bill Turnbull
Saturday 17 April - Channel 1
WELCOME TO SATURDAY
7S
Pollination syndromes – a bee for every blossom
Rinke Vinkenoog
8
Ins and outs of pollination
Celia Davis
9S
Melissopalynology - grassing bees up....
Matthew Pound
Live Q&A with Rinke Vinkenoog; Celia Davis; Matthew Pound
LUNCH with our Sponsors
10P Spring cleaning the honey bee way with Live Q&A
Lynfa Davies
11S How honey bees use genetics to solve their problems
Keith Delaplane
12P Management of mini mating nucs
Marin Anastasov
Live Q&A with Keith Delaplane and Marin Anastasov
The Jimmy Doherty Interviews plus Quiz – Bees-A-Buzzing Final
Saturday 17 April - Channel 2
WELCOME TO SATURDAY
13P Taking the BBKA Basic Assessment
Sean Stephenson
14P BBKA Exam Technique and Module 1
Margaret Murdin
Live Q&A with Sean Stephenson and Margaret Murdin
LUNCH with our Sponsors
15P Assemble the perfect home for your bees with Live Q&A
Oliver St.John
16P Tales from the Honey Isles with Live Q&A
Chris Park
Sunday 18 April
WELCOME TO SUNDAY
17P Swarm Control the natural way with Live Q&A
Jane Medwell
18S Asian Hornets: A brief overview and new insights
Peter Kennedy
19P Know your enemy: Facing the Asian Hornet threat
Lynne Ingram
Live Q&A with Peter Kennedy and Lynne Ingram
LUNCH with Lesley and Jerry
20P Making kitchen cosmetics with Live Q&A
Sara Robb
21S Research needed for better beekeeping development & Live Q&A
Nicola Bradbear
Beacon School Presentation and Close

Sponsors

III

VI
II

VII

IV
III

I

III

V
III

S suggests content is more Scientific; P suggests content is more Practical. Sponsors - see list for details
Programme correct at time of writing but subject to change
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ENHANCED HONEY BEE

NUTRITION FROM
VITA BEE HEALTH

Correct nutrition is essential to help bees maintain strong,
disease-free colonies. Vita Bee Health’s annual nutrition
protocol ensures thriving, healthy, productive colonies.

healthy
bees

GMO
free
more
honey

POWER
Accelerates colony
build-up in Spring
• Packed with essential
amino acids and vitamins
• Promotes colony growth
• Enhances quality and
quantity of royal jelly

Boosts colony strength
and productivity during
the Honey Flow
• Easily digestible proteins,
vitamins and amino acids
• Healthier bees and more
foragers = more honey!

Strengthens bees in
preparation for Winter
• Enhanced protein feed
rich in omega-3 and -6
for healthier bees
• Highly palatable to bees

Vita Bee Health is a trading name of Vita (Europe) Ltd.

Beetle Blaster
POWER

www

vitabeehealth.com

healthybeeguide.com

vitabeehealth

@vitabeehealth

+44 1256 473 175

Access

Attendees need to register for access to the Convention via the website, even if only attending the free
elements. Those wishing to attend the full event need to pay for entry: The fee is £10 for all three days,
if registered in advance, (by Thursday 15th April) or £12 during the event. Registration will open in late
March; visit the BBKA website for updates. Please use the Convention registration link on the Spring
Convention page at www.bbka.org.uk or directly via springconvention.bbka.org.uk
Having registered, please be sure to use the same e-mail address to access the Convention thereafter.
Complimentary registration for Junior and School BBKA members is available. A parent /guardian/
teacher should e-mail joyce.nisbet@bbka.org.uk by 9th April giving each junior / school member’s
name, BBKA number (if available) and e-mail address to be used for sign-in. Please consult the FAQs
on the website for further information.
Presentations will be available to view firstly as listed in the Event Timetable and then for ‘catch-up’ the
next day and for at least a further six weeks.

Donate

If you are having a great time at the Spring Convention, or if more than one person in your household is
sharing a registration and you wish to contribute more, then additional donations will be very welcome.
Income from donations will enable the BBKA to support research to benefit bees and beekeepers.

Sponsors

We are very grateful to all sponsors of the 2021 Spring Convention:
I
II
IV
VI

BeeCraft Ltd - George Knights Memorial Lecture – 14.30 Saturday
Bee Disease Insurance Ltd
III
The C.B.Dennis Trust
Central Association of Beekeepers
V
National Honey Show
Vita Bee Health
VII Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers

More Social….

In addition to the excellent presentations more social aspects are covered by the following features:

Friday Lunch
Friday Evening
Saturday Lunch

Beekeeping, put your back into it, safely

Pilates expert Wendy Joelson gives tips on how to keep yourself and
your back safe while beekeeping.

Locked Down with Bill Turnbull

Six beekeeping personalities locked down talk about themselves,
beekeeping and choose essential kit and piece of music they must have

Sponsors’ Videos

The Jimmy Doherty Interviews
Saturday Evening Three enthusiastic beekeepers discuss hive products with Jimmy
Bees-A-Buzzing Quiz Final
Sunday Lunch

Lunch with Lesley and Jerry

A light hearted ramble with Lesley Jacques and Jeremy Burbidge
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Brunel Microscopes Ltd

Visit our new BEE information and
insemination pages on our website

In these strange times, we are glad to have this opportunity to communicate, with our
beekeeping customers, whom we have missed interfacing with during the last few months.
However if you have any queries we are always available
tel: 01249462655, e-mail support@brunelmicroscopes.co.uk.
Zoom meetings can be organised for training.
www.brunelmicroscopes.co.uk

Blorenge Mountain Bees

Based in Abergavenny South Wales
Locally bred, Overwintered Nuclei and Colonies available on
National Frames:
From £180 for 5 Frame Nucleus

www.blorenge-mountain-bees.com
Phone: 01873 851224; Mob: 07908 354770
Email: blorengemountainbees@outlook.com

Presentations and Speakers
Thursday 15 April

1 Keynote Address: Tipping Points and Perceptions – Dr David Aston
Thursday, 15 April 19.35 - 20.30

Sponsor C.B.Dennis Trust

It is an understatement to say that humankind faces many challenges many of which are of its own
creation. Honey bees and humans have had a long relationship and species of the genus Apis, and
many other bee species have contributed greatly to human civilisation around the world. The British
Isles are no exception to this. Our reliance on pollinators and the particular contribution made by the
honey bees should be front and centre in our society’s planning for the future. This short presentation
considers several topics and introduces the question as to whether we have reached a series of tipping
points in our beekeeping and whether our current practices and perceptions really are fit for purpose
and in the best interests of our honey bees.
Dr David Aston is a Master Beekeeper having kept bees continuously for 40 years
in the East Riding Of Yorkshire. He holds the National Diploma in Beekeeping, has
been Chairman of the Board and was recently invited to re-join its Executive . He
has contributed to the work of the BBKA for many years and has served as Chair of
Trustees and is now a Past President. He’s also a Trustee of the CB Dennis British
Beekeepers Research Trust.

Friday 16 April
2S Understanding the evolution of natural varroa tolerance mechanisms in various beekeeping
populations - Prof. Stephen Martin
Friday 16 April 10.30 - 11.15 Live Q&A 12.20 - 13.00

Sponsor Vita Bee Health

Since the arrival of the varroa mite from Asia, millions of honey bee colonies have died. For decades,
beekeepers have continued to control varroa populations by the use of chemicals and other invasive
methods. However, throughout Africa and most of South and Central America, mite-infested colonies
survive without any form of mite control. This has been linked with poor mite reproduction, although
what causes this has remained unknown. Throughout mainland Europe, the USA and in Wales an
increasing number of naturally evolved, mite tolerant colonies are being discovered. The talk will discuss
the various tolerant mechanisms, and how honey bee populations in Brazil, Africa, the USA and the UK
all appear to have evolved similar ways to combat the varroa mite.
Prof Stephen Martin has studied social insects (bees, wasps, termites and
ants) for most of his career. His areas of specialisation are: hornet ecology; pest
and diseases of honey bees; and the chemical ecology of ants. He holds a Chair
in Social Entomology in the School of Environmental and Life Sciences at the
University of Salford, Manchester. Prior to that, he spent 12 years working at the
University of Sheffield, seven years with the National Bee Unit, and seven years in
Japan, conducting research into hornets. Stephen is best known for his work on
the varroa mite and its association with viruses, especially deformed wing virus.
11

Prof Martin’s team of researchers at Salford, funded in part by beekeepers, are using the very latest
molecular methods to read the genetic code of DWV. The aim is to understand why some honey bee
colonies have become naturally tolerant to varroa and to see whether this information can provide
beekeepers with a long-term solution to the problem.

3P European Foul Brood – Epidemiology and Practical Aspects – Colin Pavey
Friday 16 April 11.30 - 12.15 Live Q&A 12.20 - 13.00

Session Sponsor Bee Disease Insurance

EFB is one of our two notifiable diseases which despite best efforts over many years, is still a beekeeping
‘problem’. It is highly damaging, can be spread very easily and individual outbreaks of the disease can
continue for years. This is a ‘Back to Basics’ presentation explaining the persistence of the disease and
the steps that should be employed to control it.
Colin Pavey joined the NBU in 2012 as a Seasonal Bee Inspector (SBI) before
becoming Regional Bee Inspector (RBI) for the Western Region. He leads a team
of SBIs, dealing with AFB, EFB, exotic pest/import surveillance and Asian Hornet
incursions, as well as beekeeper education. Colin started keeping bees in 2000 and
has been Chairman and President of the Herefordshire BKA. He is an assessor for
the C&G Award in Bee Health Management and Safe Use of Veterinary Medicines.

4P From Comb to Candle - Shirley Bond assisted by Richard Bond
Friday 16 April 13.30 - 14.25 Including Live Q&A

Sponsor Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers

During this demonstration we will show simple methods of cleaning wax to make it suitable for producing
candles or foundation. The process will be carried out with the minimum of specialist equipment,
wherever possible easily obtained kitchen equipment will be used. Using the prepared wax we will
demonstrate how to cast a candle and finish it ready for sale or show.
Shirley Bond is a Master Beekeeper and a member of the BBKA Exam Board.
Shirley and Richard are both involved with teaching beekeeping and associated
skills in their local associations and have given workshops around the region. They
have kept bees since 2010 and have never traded in any wax. They are passionate
about making the most of wax and have won prizes for wax and candles at local,
regional and national levels.

5S Developing markers for breeding bees - Dr Stephen Pernal
Friday 16 April 14.30 - 15.15 Live Q&A 16.15 - 16.45
Most economically desirable traits in honey bees show considerable levels of heritability and thus can
be improved via artificial selection. Our team has developed a novel approach to marker identification,
notably the discovery of proteins in the antennae of nurse bees that are highly correlated with the
expression of hygienic behaviour and Varroa Sensitive Hygiene. To evaluate their utility, we tested for
the expression of these ‘biomarkers’, and then used these results to select and breed several hundred
13

3 varroa monitoring methods to choose from

Alcohol wash

Sugar roll

CO2 injection

Check out our
tutorials and videos

www.varroa-easycheck.com
www.veto-pharma.eu
info@vetopharma.com

1
3 in
ESY-28-EU-N01-10/20 - Non contractual photo - The expendables (alcohol, sugar, CO2 injector and cartridge) are to be purchased separately.

Varroa mite monitoring

queens over three generations in Western Canada. Our selected stock was shown to have improved
resistance to AFB and varroa, improved wintering and favourable economic performance. We are
currently engaged in a large-scale project combining both proteomics and genomics to identify markers
for 12 economically important traits, measured in over 1,000 colonies across Canada. Our progress will
be reviewed along with implications for improved trait selection in honey bees.
Dr Stephen Pernal received his MSc and PhD in Entomology from the University
of Manitoba and was a postdoctoral fellow at Simon Fraser University with Dr
Mark Winston. Since 2001, he has been employed by Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) as a Research Scientist in Beaverlodge, Alberta where he leads
Canada’s federal apiculture research program and also serves as Officer-in-Charge
of Beaverlodge Research Farm. His work has been diverse, and has included
the detection, control and management strategies for AFB, chalkbrood, Nosema
ceranae as well as emerging parasites of honey bees. Steve has also been an
integral member of three successive Genome Canada projects evaluating markers for resistance to
bee diseases and Varroa destructor. He formerly served as President of the Canadian Association of
Professional Apiculturists and is a contributing member to international bodies related to honey bee
health. In 2013, he received Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for contributions to apiculture as
a public servant, and in 2017, was awarded AAFC’s Gold Harvest award for Innovation, Collaboration
and Service Excellence. In 2019, he served as the Scientific Program Chair for Apimondia 2019 in
Montréal, Canada.

6S What is left of the Welsh dark bee? Dylan Elen
Friday 16 April 15.30 - 16.15 Live Q&A 16.15 - 16.45
During the last century, many honey bee queens of non-native origin were imported into Britain because
it was thought these would be ‘better’ than the native dark European honey bee (A. m. mellifera).
Beekeepers mainly replaced their original stock with Italian bees (A. m. ligustica). Later on, ‘Buckfast’
bees were produced and also became quite popular, and today Carniolans (A. m. carnica) are also
actively imported. Keeping those non-native honey bees, which are not adapted to British environmental
conditions, has caused / causes hybridisation and local extinction of the native honey bee, but she is the
key to sustainable beekeeping in Britain, because of natural selection. Recently a genetic survey was
executed to assess the genetic pollution of Welsh honey bees.
Dylan Elen has been a beekeeper for ten years now and manages around 50
hives, partly in Wales and partly in his native Belgium. He grabbed the opportunity
to turn his passion into his profession, by becoming a honey bee researcher. He
is currently doing a PhD at the University of Bangor, where he does research on
the conservation genetics of Welsh honey bees and potential varroa resistance
behaviour in a North Wales honey bee population. Apart from his activities in
Wales, he also is a beekeeping lecturer / demonstrator, and is involved in a Belgian
(ZwarteBij.org) and a European (SICAMM) trust for the conservation of the local
dark bee (A. m. mellifera).
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BBKA SPRING CONVENTION 2021
Discover quality flat packed cosmetic
seconds this beekeeping season!

£45

Flat 6” Roof

£47

Brood Chamber

£38

£35

DN4 Hoffman Type Self
Spacing Brood Frames
x50

Super

£38
£32
B.S SN4 Hoffman Super
Frames x50

SN1 Type Frames x50

£17
Hive Stand

5” Legs (x4)

£15

Cosmetic seconds are structurally sound, however, may have
imperfections such as knots and blemishes. All our seconds
come flat packed.

www.beekeeping.co.uk

0344 326 2010

info@beekeeping.co.uk

Hameldown Rd, Exeter Rd Ind Estate, Okehampton EX20 1UB

Saturday 17th April
Channel 1
7S Pollination syndromes - a bee for every blossom? – Dr Rinke Vinkenoog
Saturday 17 April 09.30 - 10.15 Live Q&A 12.20 - 13.00 Sponsor Central Association of Beekeepers
“In the course of evolution, flowers and pollinators have adapted to each other. In some cases this has
led to extreme specialisation where one flower can only be pollinated by one species of insect. Most
plants and pollinators though are more generalised and keep their options open. There may be “beeflowers” and “hoverfly-flowers”, but in reality these can often be visited by a range of different insects.
This means there will be competition for resources though. How do the different insects compete for the
available flowers - or how do they avoid such competition?”
Dr Rinke Vinkenoog was born and raised in the lowlands around Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, where he developed his love for the natural world. He studied biology
in Amsterdam, and did his PhD at the University of Leiden. In 1998 he moved to
Bath, UK to study the genetics of seed development in flowering plants. In 2004
he joined Northumbria University where he lectures on a variety of biological topics.
Together with his project students and colleagues at Northumbria, he has among
others focussed on the pollination ecology of the invasive plant species Himalayan
balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), and on comparing foraging of honey bees and wild
pollinators in urban and rural areas.

8 Ins and Outs of Pollination - Celia Davis
Saturday 17 April 10.30 - 11.15 Live Q&A 12.20 - 13.00
This talk will include the structure and pollination mechanisms of some flowers and the various groups
of animals, including bees, that pollinate them. It will also look at the importance of
flowers for the pollinating groups and why pollination is such a basic process to the
environment as a whole.
Celia Davis has been fascinated by insects since childhood and has kept bees
for 40 years. She is a Master Beekeeper and an NDB holder. She now teaches
all levels of beekeeping, as well as tutoring for the BBKA correspondence course.
She is the author of two books and is a regular lecturer in the UK and elsewhere.

9S Melissopalynology: grassing bees up and finding out where they have been - Dr Matthew
Pound
Saturday 17 April 11.30 - 12.15 Live Q&A 12.20 - 13.00

Sponsor C.B.Dennis Trust

Melissopalynology is the study of pollen in honey. In this talk Dr Pound will provide an overview of the
field and present new results from the UK and further afield. He will also present preliminary findings on
the role of grass in the foraging options of honey bees.
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Dr Matthew Pound uses pollen analysis to understand contemporary and past
environmental change. Most of his previous research has been on vegetation and
climate change of the last 70 million years. He joined Northumbria University in
2012 and was employed as a lecturer in 2015. It was in 2015, after a conversation
with a beekeeper at a farmers market, that he began to look at pollen in honey. His
first publication on melissopalynology (the study of pollen in honey) came out last
year on the role of oilseed rape (Brassica napus) in supporting honey production
in northeast England. This was co-authored by two Nuffield Foundation students
(A-level placement students) and a former Northumbria graduate.

10P Spring Cleaning the Honey Bee Way - Lynfa Davies
Saturday 17 April 13.30 - 14.25 Including Live Q&A
Practical advice will be provided on how to ensure your bees are working on clean, fresh comb. We will
discuss the importance of regular comb changes and the impact this has on health and productivity of
the colony. We will also look at the conditions and resources that bees need to build comb to enable
you to work with your bees and provide the optimum conditions for quick, uniform comb production.
There are several different methods for changing comb in the brood nest and I will aim to demonstrate
at least one of these methods.
Lynfa Davies has been keeping bees with her husband Rob for approximately
15 years. She has 20 hives in and around her home near Aberystwyth. She is a
Master Beekeeper and in 2019 achieved the NDB qualification. She enjoys sharing
information with beekeepers to help them to learn the skills and knowledge that
contribute towards successful beekeeping.

11S How honey bees use genetics to solve their problems and what we can learn from it Prof Keith Delaplane George Knights Memorial Lecture
Saturday 17 April 14.30 - 15.15 Live Q&A 16.15 - 16.45

Sponsor BeeCraft

This lecture will describe the evolutionary history of honey bee polyandry - the queen’s habit of mating
with multiple males. Polyandry is thought to improve colony health by increasing in-nest genetic diversity
and positive synergies between worker specialist groups at performing tasks. With its emphasis on
genetic diversity, polyandry is a marked contrast to human-managed breeding schemes which focus
on short-term gains in narrow specialist traits. Professor Delaplane will present new research from
his lab that compares and contrasts outcomes from the two approaches. Rather than finding them
antagonistic, evidence suggests the two approaches can be integrated to optimize honey bee health.
Prof Keith Delaplane oversees honey bee research, instruction, and outreach at
the University of Georgia College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences, USA.
He is a frequent lecturer on behalf of bee science across the English-speaking
world. In 2014 he was recognized by HRH Queen Elizabeth II as an honorary
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire for his research and
outreach efforts in the United Kingdom.
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12P Management of Mini Mating Nucs - Marin Anastasov
Saturday 17 April 15.30 - 16.15 Live Q&A 16.15 - 16.45
Mini mating nucs are one of the most economical, rewarding and fun methods in providing an
environment for the queen cell to emerge and for the virgin queen to mate and lay. However, they come
with a number of challenges, which once understood, can be managed to make them the most popular
method for queen mating. All aspects of the management of mini mating nucs, including stocking,
feeding and queen introduction, will be covered as well as how to maximise the number of queens
mated in a season. When managed well, mini mating nucs even provide the required environment to
overwinter some spare queens.
Marin Anastasov started beekeeping in his teens and developed his initial
beekeeping whilst studying for a BSc in Animal Science. Later, he completed an
MSc in Organic Farming at Aberdeen University. He is passionate about sustainable
food production and his entire working career has been in organic food and farming.
Marin is a Master Beekeeper and gained his NDB in 2017. He currently manages
30 colonies in Gloucestershire. Marin is Trustee of Gloucestershire BKA and is
the Chairman of the BBKA Examinations Board. He is an assessor for the Basic,
General Husbandry and Advanced Husbandry certificates and has contributed to
the development and running of the General Husbandry and Advanced Husbandry training programmes
for the BBKA. Marin is co-author and led the implementation of the BBKA Certificate in Honey Bee
Breeding, including providing the training and support to both future candidates and assessors.

Saturday 17th April
Channel 2
13P Taking the BBKA Basic Assessment - Sean Stephenson
Saturday 17 April 09.30 - 10.15 Live Q&A 11.15 - 12.00
The aim of the presentation is to give an insight into the Basic Assessment by following an actual
Assessment. It will include an overview of the syllabus and typical questions asked by assessors.
Participants will need to have a full season’s beekeeping experience prior to undertaking this
Assessment. Last year, one student said “a very useful morning, inspiring confidence both for weekly
inspections and the assessment”.
Sean Stephenson, is a Master Beekeeper and Chairman of Bucks County BKA.
He is a member of the BBKA Examinations Board and his experience carrying out
20-30 Basic Assessments a year is highly applicable to this presentation.
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COMPLETE
BEE FEED

WITH STERILISED
POLYFLOWER
POLLEN

STRENGTHENS
BEE COLONIES

RECOMMENDED
IN AUTUMN
AND SPRING

STIMULATES THE
DEVELOPMENT
OF THE BROOD

www.candipolline.com

THE NEW WAY TO FEED
THE BEES WITH BEE-POLLEN
WHERE TO FIND CANDIPOLLINE® GOLD
• Maisemore Apiaries Ltd, Old Road, Maisemore, Gloucester, GL28HT - Tel. 01452 700289 - Fax 01452 700196
www.bees-online.co.uk
• C. Wynne Jones, Ty Brith, Pentrecelyn, Ruthin, Denbighshire, LL152SR - Tel. 01978 790279 - www.beesupplies.co.uk
• National Bee Supplies, Hameldown Road, Okehampton, Devon, EX201UB - Tel. 01837 54084 - Fax 01837 54085
www.beekeeping.co.uk
• Simon The Beekeeper, 14 Willow Park Business Centre, Stoke Golding, Warwickshire, CV136EU - Tel. 01455 698242
www.simonthebeekeeper.co.uk
• Tim Berni, 21 Cavendish Road, Felixstowe Suolk, LP112AR - www.mrbees.co.uk
• Beckys Beezzzs, Fourways, Picket Twenty, Andover, Hampshire, SP116LF - www.beckysbeesonlineshop.co.uk
• Fragile Planet Ltd, Unit 5, Maesbury Road Industrial Estate, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY108HA - www.fragile-planet.co.uk
• Hodge Clough Honey Bees, Hodge Clough Farm, Wilkes Street, Oldham, OL14JW - Johnogdenoldham@hotmail.com
• Paynes Bee Farm ltd, Wickham Hill, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 9NP - Tel. 01273 843388
www.paynes-beefarm.com - www.iwantbees.co.uk
• Peter and Marian Guthrie Wyeeld Apiaries, Ty-Gwyn, Boughrood-Brest, Llyswen, Brecon, Powys, LD30BQ
Tel. 01874 754412
• Lincolnshire Apiaries, Ponts’ Pure Honey - Tel. 0790 4146040 - neilhaydn@gmail.com
• Caddon Hives, Unit 2, Tweedvale Mills West, Walkerburn, EH436BE-www.caddon-hives.co.uk
• Bee Equipment Ltd, The Pack House-Highland Court Farm-Coldharbour Lane Bridge-Kent-CT4 5HW-Tel.01227 833 807
http://www.bee-equipment.co.uk
• Carrolls Imports & Exports, Funshog, Ardee, Co Louth, Ireland - Tel. 041 6853533 - jcar785851@aol.com
www.irishbeesupplies.com - www.multitractorparts.com

14P BBKA Exam Technique and Module 1 - Margaret Murdin
Saturday 17 April 10.30 - 11.15 Live Q&A 11.15 – 12.00
This workshop is suitable for anyone taking any of the BBKA Module exams. and will cover all types of
exam techniques and the difficulties usually faced by candidates. Past papers of module 1 will be used
throughout but techniques covered will be relevant to all modules.
Margaret Murdin has been keeping bees for 20 years and is a Master Beekeeper.
She has won the prestigious Wax Chandlers Award for the highest marks in the
BBKA exams and holds the NDB. Margaret has recently stood down after 8 years
as a BBKA Trustee and is a Past President, assistant moderator and examiner.

15P How to Assemble the Perfect Home for your Bees - Oliver St. John
Saturday 17 April 14.30 - 15.25 Including Live Q&A
This is the definitive guide to assembling a National Super - a foolproof method for those wanting to
build their own kit.
Oliver St. John has been keeping bees for ten years in Sussex and is the Education
Co-ordinator for East Grinstead Beekeepers. He has run beekeeping courses at
Plumpton College for all abilities for the last five years.

16P ‘Tales from the Honey Isles’ - Chris Park
Saturday 17 April 15.30 - 16.25 Including Live Q&A
A mellifluous stroll through some British beekeeping folklore, mythology and archaeology; stopping
along the way to inspect traditional beverages, customs, folk medicines, baskets of bees, and related
arcana. Warning! There will be a horn full of mead and maybe a song...
Chris Park resides on an organic farm in the Vale of the White Horse, Wiltshire.
He researches beekeeping heritage, folklore and history, teaches skep making and
much more. He keeps bees treatment free in different styles of hive from logs and
skeps to more conventional hives and a beehive air apitherapy house. Through
recent lockdowns he has been working with friends on a bee themed podcast
called Living Beeing: www.livingbeeing.com recommended by BBC podcast
hour.
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Sunday 18th April
17P Swarm Control the Natural Way - Jane Medwell
Sunday 18 April 09.30 - 10.30 Including Live Q&A
This presentation will review why bees swarm and how we can manage swarming. The aim is to maintain
strong, productive colonies by working with the bees natural inclination to reproduce. The focus will be
on the key principle of swarm control and how this underpins basic swarm control methods: making a
nucleus colony or manipulating an artificial swarm (horizontal or vertical).
Jane Medwell learnt beekeeping from her mother in the 1970s - then learnt it
all over again in the 1990s, when she set up her own apiaries. She is a Master
beekeeper, BBKA Examiner, trainer and member of Warwick and Leamington
Beekeepers. In her other life, she is an Associate Professor of Education.

18S Asian hornets: A brief overview and new insights - Dr Peter Kennedy
Sunday 18 April 10.45 – 11.30 Live Q&A 12.35 - 13.00

Sponsor C.B.Dennis Trust

The recent appearance of Asian hornets on the UK mainland has highlighted the impressive ability of
this alien invasive species to adapt to the European environment and rapidly expand its distribution
range. As a predator of a variety of insects, with a preference for bees and other Hymenoptera, its
impact on our biodiversity is of huge concern. Recent research suggests that locating nests before
these are able to produce sexual offspring is likely to be critical to reducing establishment and the rate of
spread of this species, especially at the edge of its invasion front. To improve on the efficiency of finding
nests quickly, we explored whether already available tracking technologies can be adapted to be used
with hornets to find their nests.
Dr Peter Kennedy is a Senior Research Fellow in Professor Juliet Osborne’s
Pollinator Research Group within the Environment & Sustainability Institute at
University of Exeter’s Penryn campus in Cornwall. He has a BSc in Biology from
Southampton University and a PhD in Agricultural Ecology from Bristol University.
Peter has over 25 years’ experience as a field ecologist studying the behaviour and
population dynamics of beneficial insects. His research has involved studying the
impact of multiple stressors on honey bee colony development and survival, as well
as factors affecting foraging behaviour. Before moving to Cornwall in 2013, Peter
was based at Rothamsted Research where he worked for 10 years. He is also a beekeeper and has
been a seasonal bee inspector.
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19P Know your Enemy: Facing the Asian Hornet Threat Head On - Lynne Ingram
Sunday 18 April 11.45 - 12.30 Live Q&A 12.35 - 13.00
Asian Yellow-legged Hornet nests have been found in the UK since 2016. Each year the nests have
been found and destroyed before new queens have emerged. Asian Hornets may become much more
widespread in the UK in the future, and it is important that everyone knows how to identify them,
and where to report Asian Hornet sightings, as well as knowing how best to protect their bees. This
presentation will look at the lifecycle and behaviour of the Asian Hornet, and what you need to look for
throughout the year.
Lynne Ingram is a Master beekeeper, who has been keeping bees for over
30 years, and currently manages 20 colonies in three apiaries. Lynne has been
involved in tracking hornets in Jersey and is the coordinator for Somerset’s Asian
Hornet Action teams. She was a contributor to ‘The Asian Hornet Handbook’ by
Sarah Bunker. Lynne is a member of the BBKA Exam Board, assessor for the
Basic, Bee Health and General Husbandry assessments, and is involved in setting
and marking module exams.

20P Making Kitchen Cosmetics - Dr Sara Robb
Sunday 18 April 13.30 - 14.25 Including Live Q&A

Sponsor National Honey Show

Sara Robb will show you how to make cosmetics in your kitchen. Using her rapid no-cure method,
she will demonstrate how to make Lemon Poppy Seed Soap - soap that is ready to sell the same day
it is made. Beekeepers will also learn to make Calendula & Honey Scrub - a great product for lockdown
pampering. Both products can be made with beeswax and honey from your own hive and are ideal
for beekeepers to sell at markets with their honey. Sara will discuss what you need to do to sell these
products legally in the UK.
Dr Sara Robb left academic research in 2003, and began making honey soaps
and beeswax creams. Sara has been formulating for nearly 20 years. Her recipes
are available in books (Dr Sara’s Honey Potions, Beauty & the Bees, Making and
Selling Cosmetics: Honeycomb Cleansing Cream) and numerous journal articles
(British Beekeeping Journal, BeeCraft, BBKA News, Bees for Development Journal).
She has a keen interest in teaching others to formulate cosmetics - running
workshops at the BBKA Spring Convention and The National Honey Show. As an
independent safety assessor, Sara helps beekeepers sell their own cosmetics by
providing Cosmetic Product Safety Reports (CPSRs). With Robb’s Quick CPSRs you could be selling
cosmetics made with Sara’s proven recipes in a matter of days!
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21S Research needed for better beekeeping development – Dr Nicola Bradbear
Sunday 18 April 14.30 – 15.30 Including Live Q&A

Sponsor C.B.Dennis Trust

Most of the world’s poorest people live in rural areas; 80% of farmland in Asia and sub-Saharan Africa
is managed by smallholders. In Africa alone there are an estimated 41 million smallholders, and many
of these people are beekeepers. Recent years have seen an increase in the number of beekeeping
development projects that aim to help people move out of poverty by means of beekeeping. What
makes a successful project? What outcomes should be measured, and what evidence is needed to
claim success? There are many excellent examples of situations where beekeeping has enabled poor
people to strengthen their livelihoods. Yet there are also situations where projects set off with unrealistic
and exaggerated expectations, and when results are disappointing, they do not review or publish what
went wrong. Many beekeeping projects still focus on promoting inappropriate technology, to the benefit
of the intermediary organisation rather than the intended beneficiary. This talk will consider the research
needed to appreciate the behaviour of tropical bees, and feasible approaches to ensure successful,
long term, sustainable, beekeeping development interventions.
Dr Nicola Bradbear gained a PhD in biochemistry from Durham University.
Already a beekeeper, her apicultural career began at the International Bee Research
Association, where she worked for ten years from 1983-1993. From 1993 to
1996 Nicola ran the postgraduate apiculture course at Cardiff University. Nicola
has articulated the reasons why beekeeping is so important for the rural poor,
and since founding Bees for Development in 1993, has gradually developed the
organisation’s philosophy and innovative approach. Now in its 27th year, Bees for
Development has professional staff working and researching at the forefront of
beekeeping development, and providing support to beekeepers throughout the developing world. Nicola
is President of Apimondia’s Scientific Commission “Beekeeping for Rural Development”, President of
Gwent Beekeepers Association, and a Trustee of the C B Dennis British Beekeepers Research Trust.

Every beekeeper
needs to

BeeConnected
BeeConnected is a nationwide initiative
that provides a more efficient and effective
way for farmers to inform beekeepers of
their intention to apply an insecticide.
Don’t wait - register now at

www.beeconnected.org.uk
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U s neither! Installing a ‘bee hotel’ can be a great way to help our
solitary bees – but only if the material inside remains clean, dry and pestfree. Left unchecked, parasites and pathogens can overwhelm these
structures and pose a serious risk to any solitary bees that venture inside.

Unlike most ‘bee hotel’ products, our equipm ent is
designed with annual m aintenance & cocoon care in mind.
All equipment
designed and
manufactured
in the UK!

!

Detailed product guides are included with all of our nesting equipment,
which we hope will ensure that our pollinating pals get the most out of
their accommodation and make it easier than ever before for all to create
homes in their gardens, allotments and green spaces where solitary bee
populations can flourish, year after year.

Visit our stand in The Marketplace to find out more!

@uk_masonbees

@ukmasonbees

TYFU’R DYFODOL

Mae’r prosiect Tyfu’r Dyfodol yng Ngardd Fotaneg
Genedlaethol Cymru’n gweithio i hyrwyddo
pwysigrwydd planhigion a gerddi ar gyfer iechyd
a lles pobl, bywyd gwyllt a’r amgylchedd.
Bydd ein Cynllun Sicrwydd Achub Peillwyr arloesol
yn eich helpu i fod yn fwy caredig tuag at beillwyr
a’r blaned – ac mae gwaith ymchwil ein Tîm
Gwyddoniaeth wych yn cefnogi hynny i gyd.
Ewch i garddfotaneg.cymru/gwyddoniaeth am
fwy o wybodaeth os gwelwch yn dda.

GROWING THE FUTURE

The Growing the Future project at the
National Botanic Garden of Wales works to
promote the importance of plants and gardens for
the health and well-being of people, wildlife and
the environment.
Our pioneering Saving Pollinators Assurance
Scheme will help you be more kind to pollinators
and the planet – and is all backed by the research
work of our brilliant Science Team.
Please visit botanicgarden.wales/science for
more information.

The Market Place
The trade show goes virtual for 2021 as The Market Place, open throughout the event from Friday 16 to
Sunday 18 April and for a further six weeks. Access is free to all registered attendees – no entrance fee!
Each organisation has a standardised ‘space’ which can be reached by a single click. From there, each
organisation is able to show attendees their products and services with direct access to their websites,
special offers and in many cases a direct ‘chat link’ (09.00-14.00 Friday and Saturday only) enabling you
to contact exhibitors ask questions and get answers in real-time.
The Market Place has been organised into specialised areas so that attendees can access the types of
goods and services they wish to focus on or if they prefer, go through the comprehensive A-Z listing.

The Apiary Shed

The Healthy Bee

The Study

Market Place A-Z

Special Offers

The Bee Boutique

The Palace
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The Market Place
Open Friday 16 – Sunday 18 April

Abelo Ltd

Andermatt UK

APHA - National Bee Unit

Arnia

Aulumbee Ltd

BBKA

BB Wear

Bee-Bay.net

Bee Biotic

BeeCraft Ltd

Bee Equipment

Bee Farmers Association

Bee Happy Plants

Beekeeping Supplies UK Ltd

Bee Inspired

Bees for Development

Bee.Watch

BJ Sheriff

Blorenge Mountain Bees

Brunel Microscopes Ltd

C B Dennis Trust

Chemicals Laif

C. Wynne Jones

E.H.Thorne (Beehives) Ltd

Enolapi SRL

Gas-Vap (Bridge Cottage Bees Ltd)

Happy Keeper

Hive Alive Advance Science

Honeycomb999Ltd

Hyde Hives

Live Pilates

Mason Bees Ltd

National Bee Supplies

National Honey Show

Northern Bee Books

Northumberland Honey Co

Old Castle Farm Hives

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms

Dr. Sara Robb

Saracen Solutions

Simon the Beekeeper

Swienty AS

The Bee Shop

Vita Bee Health Ltd

Exhibitors with ‘Chat Links’ live 09.00-14.00 Friday and Saturday only
Click on advertisers above (in blue) to visit their website
Convention Registration, Updates and FAQs all available via links from the Spring Convention page at
www.bbka.org.uk or register directly at springconvention.bbka.org.uk
N.B. The programme and participants may be subject to change without notice

